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By Nick Schmitz, Code Enforcement Officer

Any dog that is off the premise of the
owner and not under restraint is considered AT LARGE. If you have a dog that
you let run, and the dog leaves your
property, you are in violation of City
Ordinance.
No dog shall be allowed by its owner to
run at large. The police or agent of the
City will pick up and impound any dog
found in violation of this section. If you
see a dog running at large, please contact
the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office nonemergency number at (763) 427-1212.
If you contact the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office to
dispatch a deputy to the area of a reported dog running at large, the deputy will be instructed to issue a
citation to the dog owner, once the dog has been
restrained.
Whenever a dog is taken off the property of the
owner, the handler of the dog must pick up the dog
excrement, unless the handler of the dog has the
express approval of the property owner to leave the
excrement. The police or agent of the City shall pick
up and impound any dog found in violation of this
ordinance.

It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep,
have in possession, or harbor any animal which frequently and habitually howls, yelps, barks or otherwise causes serious annoyance or disturbance to
persons or to the neighborhood as indicated in the
City Ordinance.
A City dog license is required. No license shall be
granted to any dog that does not have a valid vaccination against rabies for the calendar year in which
the license is to be issued.
So if you have a dog, please respect the rights and
property of others.

Quick Reminders...
REMINDER:
Polling Place
Moved Back!
The polling place for East Bethel Precinct 2 voters
will return to the Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
for the General Election on November 8, 2022.
Precinct 2 generally includes East Bethel residences
on the west side of Highway 65 and south of County Road 74 (221st Avenue), and to the east of Highway 65 and south of County Road 22 (Viking
Boulevard).
Registered voters impacted by the new location
should receive a postcard explaining the changes.

Public Accuracy Test
Are you curious about how the machines tabulate
the voted ballots on Election Day? Come to the
Public Accuracy Test (PAT)!

OCTOBER 26th at 9:00 AM
at East Bethel City Hall
The purpose of the PAT is to demonstrate the
accuracy of the electronic voting system for the
public. At this event, ballot counters are tested
using a test deck of ballots with a predetermined
set of votes marked on them, and comparing the
totals from the ballot counter with the expected
totals. The test deck is set up so that a variety of
vote conditions are tested. These include overvotes, undervotes, and cross-party voting.

City Contacts

MAYOR
Steven Voss ............651-308-0198
steve.voss@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Suzanne Erkel.........612-240-9495
suzanne.erkel@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Tim Harrington .....763-434-0909
tim.harrington@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Wanda McLaurin ..610-368-7077
wanda.mclaurin@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Brian Mundle ..........763-227-0120
brian.mundle@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

CITY HALL ........763-367-7840
Fax ............................763-434-9578
2241 221st Ave NE
East Bethel, MN 55011
Office Hours
Monday—Friday
8:00 AM—4:00 PM

Planning & Zoning
...................................763-367-7864
Building Inspections
...................................763-367-7842
Electrical Inspections
...................................763-434-4853

Emergency ................................. 911
Anoka County Sheriff’s Office
.................................. 763-427-1212
East Bethel Fire Department
.................................. 763-367-7885

Public Works .........763-367-7876

$
City Assessor.........651-605-5125
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2023 Budget Update

By Mike Jeziorski,
Finance Director

The City Council’s review of the proposed 2023 budget was in
July and continued in August. At the September 12, 2022 City
Council Meeting a preliminary tax levy and budget for 2023 will
be considered for approval.
In November, property owners will receive their preliminary
property tax statements for 2023. This notice will also indicate
the December 2022 City Council meeting date and time where
the final 2023 budget will be discussed and at which time also
provides an opportunity for public input.

Cedar Creek Fall Update
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By Caitlin Barale Potter, Associate Director

Lunch with a Scientist
Join life-long learners for a monthly lunch and learn series! Each month, Cedar Creek Ecosystem
Science Reserve hosts a scientist to present a general-audience lecture about their work at or
related to the reserve. This lunch series will provide brain food only, so bring a hunger for knowledge and your
own food! This program is free and aimed at adults. You can attend online at z.umn.edu/LWASonline or inperson in the Lindeman Research and Discovery Center (2660 Fawn Lake Drive NE, East Bethel MN 55005)
Sept. 13, 11:30am, Connecting Fungal Interactions to Soil Carbon Dynamics: Dr. Peter Kennedy will return
to present his lab’s most recent findings about the role of interactions among different groups of fungi on the
decomposition of different kinds of organic matter, particularly fungal mycelium itself. This work, which is based
largely at Cedar Creek, is focused on determining how the abundance of ectomycorrhizal fungi influence both
how fast fungal mycelium decomposes and where its carbon ends up in soil.
Oct. 11, 11:30am, Bioacoustic Monitoring for Red-Headed Woodpeckers: Ornithologist Dr. Elena West will
give an overview of her research using autonomous recording units (ARUs) to detect red-headed woodpeckers
throughout their statewide range. She will also discuss how passive acoustic monitoring can be used for broadscale species monitoring.
Nov. 8, 10:30am, ONLINE ONLY: Using Chemistry to Understand Plant Interactions in Extreme Drought:
Drought events have a range of immediate and potentially lasting effects on the productivity and composition of
grasslands, however the specific drivers determining the magnitude of impact can vary widely across ecosystems. Using a new drought experiment started at Cedar Creek in the summer of 2021, Dr. Amy Churchill is
examining the variation in drought response among a range of former agricultural fields abandoned between 795 years ago to examine the different biotic and environmental drivers operating within each separate field.
Oak Savanna Trail and Viewing Gazebo
The Oak Savanna Trail and Viewing Gazebo at Cedar
Creek are open through mid-October! This 1-mile
(one way) trail extension heading south from Fish
Lake is open to the public daily from 8am - 4:30pm. It
leads, via sand roads, to the bison viewing gazebo
which is staffed by trained interpretive naturalists on
the weekends from 10am-4pm. Because the bison
herd roams across 200+ acres of savanna, there is no
guarantee that they will be visible from the gazebo. During the week, enjoy a self-guided hike, read interpretive
signs, and pick up a brochure to learn more. On the weekends, naturalist volunteers will be on hand with fur, bones, a bison skull and lots of information about
the species and the project.
St. Francis American Indian Education Program (by Haley Dagle)
The American Indian Education (AIE) Program in the St. Francis School District
has had a busy summer! We kicked off summer with a special family picnic,
where we honored our graduating seniors with a drum song and blanket ceremony. We tabled at East Bethel Booster Days; we displayed a buffalo hide,
made pins and cowrie shell necklaces. Throughout the summer, we have had
two students completing an internship with CCESR to further the collaboration
between AIE and CCESR. These students have been working with Minnesota
Elders while researching Dakota and Ojibwe plant knowledge to incorporate
into a CCESR trail in the form of signage, a field guide, and a free trail library.
We continue planning community events and are excited for the school year!
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EMPLOYEE
We are excited to welcome some new staff members at City Hall! Learn
a little bit more about our team...

MEET

MEET

MEET

BUILDING PERMIT TECHNICIAN

CITY PLANNER

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

SHERRI

“

What is the largest obstacle
you’ve faced since you came
onboard? The amount of paper

AARON

“

What was your childhood dream
job? Paleontologist

Something you’d like to do more of,
outside of work? Golf

Something you’d like to do more of,
outside of work? Curling

What are three things on your bucket
list? Going to spring training with the
Twins, golfing & swimming with dolphins in
Hawaii

If you could choose anybody past or
present to narrate your life who
would it be? Morgan Freeman

Fill in the blank: I once met…
KARE 11’s Belinda Jensen

What is something you’re looking
forward to in the coming months?
November 8th—General Election Day

Toughest lesson you’ve had to learn
so far? We don’t live forever, figure out
what’s really important and enjoy life, stop
worrying about money.

What is one song that you have to
sing along with when you hear it?
Don’t Stop Believin’ by Journey

EMILY

“

Describe the City of East Bethel
(or EB City Hall) in 3 words:
Positive, Interesting, Knowledgeable

What is something you especially like/
appreciate about the City of East
Bethel? That everyone is so friendly and
willing to help each other out.
What is something you’re looking
forward to in the coming months? Fall
and Halloween! Love the cooler weather,
fall colors, going to haunted hay rides/
houses and watching scary movies
What is one song that you have to
sing along with when you hear it?
Fishin' in the Dark by Nitty Gritty Dirt Band
What are three things on your bucket
list? Travel to all 50 states, visit every state
park in MN, go white water rafting

New Fire Department Hires!
The East Bethel Fire Department would like to recognize and congratulate four
new firefighters added to the department family.
Welcome Mitchell Bohlke, Tyus Carlson, Amy Fish, and Jordan Hill! These new
recruits have begun their medical training and will start the Anoka County Fire
Academy in March of 2023.
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East Bethel City
Council Candidate
Profiles
Please note: This information has been
printed as submitted, and has not been
edited by city staff before publication.
All profiles, including those received
after the due date for this newsletter,
will be posted on the City website.
TANNER
BALFANY
I am Tanner Balfany
and was born in Andover, MN. I’ve spent
most of my life living in
the north metro. After
graduating from Anoka
High School in 2002, I
went immediately into
a career in the Insurance industry working
for both the captive and independent agencies. I moved to East Bethel in 2007. I grew
up spending many summers and winters
with my grandparents on Coon lake since
1992.
Since 2010 I have served on a number of
committees for the city of East Bethel. Some
of the areas I have served include the Roads
Committee, Powerline transmissions
groups, Web Site committee, watershed
groups, and Planning commission and once
helped announce the Booster Days Parade!
Because I made so many great memories
growing up in East Bethel from time on the
lake, visiting Cedar Creek, to Booster days,
my wife Jenn and I chose this as the place to
raise our 3 sons, so they can grow up in the
same fun, safe and beautiful place I did.
This is where my passion for serving my
community comes from. Loving where I
grew up and wanting to preserve that for
my children while being able to adapt to the
ever changing world we live in. I personally
feel that while maintaining the rural feel we
have come to love and appreciate over the
years we can still utilize the areas of the city
that make sense for development and share
that feeling with others, while still offering a
wonderful place to live and work.
Thank you for your consideration and I look
forward to continuing to serve this wonderful community!
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MARK DUCHENE
I have lived in East
Bethel since 2003 with
my wife and 2 sons. I
have worked in public
safety since 1999 as a
paid-on call firefighter,
joining East Bethel Fire
Dept. in 2003. Serving
the city as a firefighter
for 18+ years. For the past 8 years I have
worked in the City of Blaine has a firefighter/fire inspector. I work with Building, Planning, and Engineering dept on variety of projects. I hope to start a transition from public
safety to public service. We need new people to foresee and be progressive as the city
grows.
NARENDRA "Ram"
RAMNARINE
Hello, I’m Ram, and
I’m running for City
Council.
Since moving to Minnesota many years ago,
I have graduated with a
degree in criminal justice and became a
homeowner in our beautiful city of East
Bethel with my wonderful family. Since living
in this beautiful city, I’ve come to meet
many of my amazing neighbors who are always willing to give a helping hand. I’m running for City Council because I’m very
proud of where I live. I would like to preserve the essence of our city for our younger generation. With the City Council, we
can build a vision to ensure our city will be a
great place to live and grow for our children
and grandchildren.
As a City Council member, I will contribute
to decisions that: CREATE an environment
for established and new local businesses to
thrive. ENCOURAGE Council to focus on
core city responsibilities, including infrastructure renewal and community development. COLLABORATE with other levels of
government to address East Bethel’s disproportionate burden of the region’s social
service challenges. For example, access to
affordable childcare and convenient/reliable
transportation which is a challenge for our
area. RESPOND to community engagement
and make sure all citizens' voices are heard.
RESPECT the viewpoints of all citizens. FOCUS on economic development efforts and
youth development.
With those efforts in mind, I believe I can
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serve the city and its citizens well, to keep
East Bethel a great place to live. For today,
tomorrow, and for our future generations
to come.
JIM SMITH
Hi East Bethel Residents & Businesses
I am running for City
Council.
I was also on the
Roads and Planning
Commissions
In my opinion the City is out of Control
with there spending. If you take a look at
the Monthly Bills there are lots of the
months the Bills are well over $100,000 +
that's totally unbelievable. The real sad part
is there are not hardly any questions from
City Council about what the Bills are for?
They Just approve to Pay without explanation. Our City is so far in debt I don't know
if we can ever get out. I have been told that
the City Sewer and water Bill we owe is 30
Million + WOW in my Opinion this disaster
should have never happened. I have some
ideas how to get rid of some of the debt.
But I know we can't be spending money
foolishly but that is still going on right now.
I will also work on getting the Transparency
back in the City that all residents deserve. I
have spoken with a lot of residents in our
City and a lot of our residents no longer
Trust the City Leaders and in my Opinion
that is truly sad. This has to be fixed immediately.
I have been a long time resident of East
Bethel since 1978 when I purchased my first
property here. I have never been involved
with the City Government until 2016. CST
was trying to purchase the land behind
Cooper's Comer to build a New Mulch
company. This Mulch Company would have
been right across the street from a residential development. When I heard about this I
started the first Petition to stop this from
happening and had about 320 + signatures
against this in just a few short days. This
business would have destroyed the whole
North end of East Bethel. The City Council
was going to approve this business at this
time without doing any research what so
ever. Myself and with a lot of help from a lot

Council Candidates, Continued on
page 5...
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Council Candidates, Continued from
page 4...
of Great people and Neighbors it took us 4
months but we stopped this total disaster
Mulch Business from coming in the wrong
area of our City. There are still 3 City
Council Members on the City Council right
now that were going to Vote Yes for this
Business until we did there job and research
for them to get them to change there Vote
to a NO.
Since 2016 I can probably count on one
hand how many City Council and Planning
Commission meetings I have missed because
I am Concerned of the decisions made by
this City Council and the Planning Commission.
I will always be there to stand up for the
Residents and the Businesses Concerns in
East Bethel
I am asking for your Vote on November 8
2022 this year.
Thank You
Jim Smith

City Council Special
Election Candidate
Profiles
Please note: This information has been
printed as submitted, and has not been
edited by city staff before publication.
KEVIN LEWIS
As a 26 year resident
of East Bethel (Coon
Lake) I appreciate the
area we live in and the
quality of people we
have for neighbors. A
solid foundation to
build on, for sure. I
have been happily married to Linda for 40 years, and we are close
friends with our adult children, Danielle and
Cole who also live in the Twin Cities and
who have great memories of growing up in
East Bethel.
I’m retired now, but my 40+ year work experience included agribusiness (conventional
and organic,) mergers & acquisitions, corporate planning, and cabinetmaking. My education includes a B.A. in Economics and a M.S.
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in Agricultural Economics from University of
Illinois. In addition to fishing and hiking, I
enjoy riding and wrenching on my 1985
Honda Goldwing motorcycle.

Midwest. East Bethel offered us the rural
feel we were searching for with many amenities available due to our proximity to the
metro area.

Most people I know in this area simply want
local government that is honest, transparent, and responsive to its citizens. City
Councils are elected to represent the residents of a town and are to manage the hired
staff, not the other way around. We need
strong ,knowledgeable, citizen-oriented City
Council members.

I became involved with the city in 2016 as a
resident who did not agree with how the
city’s decisions were affecting the livability of
my and surrounding neighborhoods in the
northern section of the city. I believe that as
member of a community we have an obligation to become a voice for positive change,
offering constructive input as to how things
might be changed. I became involved, listening, learning, and volunteering for the EDA,
the Planning Commission including chairing
the Planning Commission until my appointment to City Council.

Recently, I’ve posted “East Bethel Fun Facts”
on East Bethel oriented Facebook websites
to let fellow residents/neighbors know of
some of the challenges facing our city:
Large indebtedness due to the “Sewer System to Nowhere,” high city government
operating expenses as compared to Ham
Lake, and an apparent willingness to allow
unelected and unaccountable entities like
the Metropolitan Council control our destiny. No, thanks!
The good news is that we can change
course with the right people on our City
Council. In my case, being retired I can dedicate the time to perform proper DUE DILIGENCE on matters that come before us and
support fellow Council members with such
work. My background is business-oriented
and analytical, which is sorely needed if we
want to build the business base of East Bethel, and not get fleeced in the process.
We’ve had enough of that already!
East Bethel is a fine place to live, with good
folks who deserve honest, responsive government. It is NOT too much to expect it!
Best Wishes, Kevin
WANDA
MCLAURIN
Hello East Bethel! My
name is Wanda McLaurin, and I am running in
the City Council Special Election for the
seat I was appointed to
last year. It would be a
privilege to finish the
remaining two years of
this term to serve the citizens of East Bethel.
I have lived in East Bethel for almost 10
years. After searching across several states
and many other cities in Minnesota, my husband and I chose to retire in this beautiful
city to be closer to family and return to the

I serve on the East Bethel Booster Days and
the East Bethel Chamber Golf Committee. I
am a member of Beaverbrook Sportsman
Club, American Legion Post 0791, and the
East Bethel Chamber of Commerce. I currently serve as the city liaison to the East
Bethel Chamber of Commerce and the East
Bethel Parks Commission. You will also find
me at the Green Barn in Isanti during the
spring and winter seasons.
Over the last few years, East Bethel has experienced its most impactful period of
growth. While it has not always been easy,
this growth has seen both residential, commercial, and light industrial expansion. Development is what helps to keep our city tax
rate one of the lowest in the north metro
area and helps to support our efforts to
attract retail (like grocery stores) for our
residents. I have had the privilege of working for some of the largest US corporations
and small family businesses and understand
the challenges they face. I want to continue
to support our existing businesses and attract the type of development that is best
suited to our community.
East Bethel is a unique city with that special
blend of rural and limited Highway 65 urban
corridor development. The city has challenges ahead but also has many opportunities to make this an even better place to live
and call home. I would be honored to continue to be part of the governing body that
will take East Bethel into the future. I can
only do this with your support. Please vote
for me on November 8, 2022.
Thank You,
Wanda
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East Bethel Mayoral
Candidate Profiles
Please note: This information has been
printed as it was submitted, and has not
been edited by city newsletter staff
before publication.

shows regularly.

RANDI BETHEL
Randi has always called
East Bethel home, only
leaving home to persue
a Bachelors Degree at
the University of Minnesota. Staying true to
her roots, she continues to be an avid
Equestrian where she
competes in her local

Her roots grow deep in East Bethel as she is
the 3rd generation in her family to stay in
the town. The small town feel while growing
up here is what continues to draw her to
this town and calls her towards being
Mayor.
Randi would love to see the town flourish
and see the return of the small town feel
that she grew up with fuels her desire to
serve the community.
SUZANNE ERKEL
It has been such a privilege and honor to
serve on the city council these past 4 years. I
have learned so much.
I have lived in East
Bethel since I retired
from the Army in 1998.
I have been married for 35 years and our 2
children graduated from ISD 15.
I have degrees in Education, Business, and
Health Care Management. I have been a
small business owner for 15 years and I am
an avid networker and volunteer.
I value the uniqueness of this city. The blend
of peaceful rural life and essential development. The friendliness of the people increases the city’s appeal.
I decided to run for Mayor to bring more

6

transparency of the decisions made by the
city council and administration to the residents.
My record of standing up for residents
speaks for itself. As Mayor, I will be in an
even better position to continue to advocate for and support our residents.
It is imperative to support and enable the
rights of residents to manage their own
property and I will continue to do so.
I believe every levy should be voted on by
the residents. The pros and cons of every
decision should be questioned, which will
increase transparency.
Finally, as mayor I will provide a more positive and respectful vibe to our meetings.
TIM HARRINGTON
My name is Tim Harrington and I am running for Mayor. I’ve
lived in East Bethel for
18 years. As a retired
Xcel Energy Plant
Maintenance Mechanic I
have the time and desire necessary to devote to the job of
Mayor. I’m an active member of Ducks Unlimited, the Beaverbrook Sportsman’s Club
and a member of the Booster Day Committee. I’m a committee member of the East
Bethel Chamber Annual Golf Tournament
and the monthly Fire Departments Retiree
Recognition Luncheon. My priority is to
keep the City of East Bethel moving forward
while maintaining our rural character in
those areas outside the Hwy 65 Corridor.

In the past 8 years there have been many
new developments in the City from much
needed senior housing, new jobs creation by
business and industrial growth in our Classic
Commercial Park. Future developments are
scheduled to begin in 2023 include Kwik
Trip and a 120 unit residential development
on the east side of Hwy 65 south of Viking
Blvd.
I will continue to work to attract development within the confines of the 65 Corridor
that is compatible with the needs of the City
and preserve the rural nature of East Bethel
outside the Corridor boundaries.
I stand on my record of financial stewardship and will continue to work on keeping
taxes under control with common sense
decisions. Ensuring all expenditure are for
needs and not wants.
I listen to and work with residents to resolve their concerns and problems. I’m always available and I look forward to representing the City as your Mayor. I can only
do this with your support and am asking for
your vote on November 8, 2022.
Thank you…………..Tim Harrington

I’ve served as a City Council Member for 8
years and had the opportunity to be the
liaison to the City’s Road Commission, the
Parks and Planning Commissions, EDA and
the Fire Department. The City has paid off 4
bond debts and brought our water and sewer operations account out of debt. We have
successfully renegotiated a Met Council loan
removing a debt obligation on the City from
$20 million to a not to exceed $2 million
cap. The City’s expenditures per capita are
less than the average of other Anoka County cities as well as cities of comparable size
across the state. Since I’ve been in office,
East Bethel’s tax rate, as compared to other
municipalities in the county, has gone from
the 8th highest in 2014 to the 8th lowest in
2022 and dropped from 59% to 37.4%.
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Elections & Voting in East Bethel

By Carrie Frost, Elections Coordinator

The General election for 2022 will be held on Tuesday, November 8th. The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. for the purpose of nominating candidates for federal, state, county, local, and judicial offices. The City’s mayoral and council elections will be held on
the same ballot. There will be two at-large council member seats (four year terms), the mayor’s seat (two year term), and a special election for one additional council member seat (two year partial term).
The City of East Bethel currently has three precincts. The polling places for each precinct are as follows:
Precinct #1
East Bethel Community/Senior Center • 2241 221st Ave NE
Precinct #2
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church • 19001 Jackson St NE
Precinct #3
East Bethel Fire Station #1 • 2751 Viking Blvd NE
If you are unsure of where you should vote, you can access the Secretary of State’s website at www.https://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/ to
find your correct polling place, or call City Hall at 763-367-7840. For more information about elections, you can visit the City’s website or
www.anokacountymn.gov/220/Elections-Voter-Registration.
REGISTERING TO VOTE
If you have moved or changed your name, you must first register before voting. A valid driver’s license with your new address/name will
allow you to register and vote. If possible, please do this before Election Day.
ABSENTEE BALLOT VOTING
The absentee balloting period for the General Election will take place between Friday, Sept. 23, and Monday, Nov. 7. Voters who wish to
vote absentee by mail can complete an online absentee ballot application any time at www.mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/ABRegistration/
ABRegistrationStep1.aspx. Voters can also call 763-324-1300 to have an absentee ballot application mailed to them.

Before the Snow: Fall Public Works Update
Mailbox Checklist
Fall is a good time to check the construction and sturdiness of your mailbox prior
to the snowplow season. Mailboxes can be
especially vulnerable to damage from snow
removal operations. When inspecting your
mailbox, make sure it is installed so that
the bottom edge is 45” to 48” above street
level; with the post 20” back from the curb
or front of the box. That amount of clearance is needed to keep the plow’s wing
from hitting the box. If there are any plastic newspaper tubes attached to the mailbox, they should be above 45” height requirement as well. Check to make sure the

construction is stable enough to withstand
the force of the wet snow and ice coming
off of the wing of the snowplow. Plastic
mailboxes are not recommended and are
often damaged from very light snow accumulations and cold temperatures.

Mailbox Requirements

Snow and Ice Removal
Snowplow operators try to evenly distribute the snow along the route, but in some
instances limited space can make this difficult. For safer streets and faster, more
thorough service, our snowplow drivers
urge you to remember:
 No Parking on any public street from
November 1 to March 31 between the
hours of 11:00 pm and 6:00 am.
 No Parking on any public street after a
2 inch snowfall, as determined by the
Public Works Manager, between the
hours of 6:00 am and 6:00 pm until the
road has been plowed the full width.

20
45”- 48”

24
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The City does not assume liability for mailboxes damaged during normal plowing
operations, unless it is determined the
plow made direct contact with a
mailbox meeting the installation
requirements. Decorative and
plastic mailboxes are not within
the requirements and will not be
replaced if damaged.

By Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager
 It is a violation of MN Statute 160.2715
and Section 70.2 of the East Bethel
City Code to plow, shovel, or blow
snow into or across any city street or
store any snow in the road right-ofway.
 Garbage cans and recycle bins should
be placed behind the curb in the driveway, not in the street.
 Do not place metal stakes, boulders,
or permanent structures in the road
right-of-way area (typically 33 feet
from the center of the road on residential streets). Staking the curb line
with temporary wooden lathe or fiberglass markers is acceptable and does
make it easier for plow operators to
distinguish the road edge under the
blanket of snow.
If you have any issues or need to report a
public works related problem please call
Nate Ayshford at 763-367-7876. We depend on and encourage your assistance in
reporting any safety or maintenance matters and will respond to any of your comments or concerns in a timely manner.
Thanks for all your help.
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Anoka County Compost Sites
Anoka County has two compost sites accepting yard waste and organics year-round weather permitting. Please see hours of operation below. You must unload your own yard waste and debag all materials. Please keep leaves/grass, tree waste, and organic materials
separate from each other because they are deposited in different areas.
Anoka County compost sites are open for the season. While dropping off materials at the sites, please stay six feet apart from staff and
other site users. If you are bringing in tree waste, please remain in your vehicle when you pull up and pay for your material. Please be patient as site staff do their work and allow at least 15 minutes before closing time to pay for and unload your yard waste. Any updates on the
operational status of the sites will be posted here. www.anokacountymn.gov/359/Compost-Sites
 Bunker Hills Site: 13285 Hanson Blvd NW, Coon Rapids, 763-767-7964
April—November, weather permitting: Mon-Fri 10 am-7 pm • Sat 9 am-5 pm • Sun Noon-5 pm
December—March, weather permitting: Sat 9 am-1 pm
 Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Site: 7701 Main St, Lino Lakes, 651-429-3723
April—November, weather permitting: Tues & Thurs: 10 am-7 pm • Sat 9 am-5 pm • Sun Noon-5 pm
December—March, weather permitting: Sat 9 am-1pm
Both sites are closed holidays.
Acceptable Materials and Fees
 Leaves, grass, and non-woody yard waste (debagged). No charge up to four cubic yards.
 Tree Waste (brush, evergreen boughs, logs, shrub trimmings, stumps). Fees may vary based on the amount and the diameter of the
materials.
 Organics (food scraps, most non-recyclable and uncoated food-soiled paper, and BPI (Biodegradable Products Institute) certified
compostable products). FREE to Anoka County residents. For additional details, go to www.anokacountymn.gov/361/Brush-TreeYard-Waste.

Thank you for Recycling!
Take Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) to the Anoka County Household Hazardous Waste Facility in Blaine. Take organics, yard
and tree waste to the Anoka County Compost sites. For more information on these programs, go to AnokaCountyMN.gov/recycle, or
call Anoka County Recycling & Resource Solutions at 763-324-3400.
EAST BETHEL RECYCLING CENTER—
Open 24/7 and is provided to serve your
recycling needs. It is not intended to be used as a
dumping area for unwanted waste.

Drop-Off Saturdays
9 AM to Noon
September 24

PLEASE NO TRASH, TIRES, TVs, FURNITURE, MATTRESSES OR ANIMAL FECES.

October 29

Materials collected are aluminum cans, tin cans,
appliances, automotive batteries, clothing (drop
box), cardboard, glass, mixed paper, newspaper,
scrap metal, and used oil/oil filters. We do not
accept wooden garage doors. It is provided for
your benefit; please do not abuse.

November 26
December 31

Our DROP OFF SATURDAY is very
popular!
DROP OFF SATURDAY is held the
last Saturday of EVERY MONTH from
9 AM to Noon at the East Bethel
Recycling Center located at 2761
Viking Blvd. NE in East Bethel.
Tires are $5 and TV’s 28”+ and/or consoles
are $20. There is NO CHARGE for electronics, computers, copiers, TV’s under 28”,
fluorescent bulbs, and automotive batteries.
PLUS bring the materials collected every
day at the Recycling Center.

Have recycling questions or need help finding where to recycle something?
Please contact Emily Jabs at 763-367-7840, or Anoka County Recycling & Resource Solutions at 763-324-3400.
Funded by Anoka County Board of Commissioners & State SCORE (Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment) Funds.
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Elder Abuse

By Anoka County Sheriff’s Office

It’s difficult to imagine some of the most vulnerable members of our community
being harmed. However, the maltreatment of seniors and vulnerable adults continues to be a serious issue that all of us should be aware of. Since 2017, Anoka
County has seen an approximate 30% increase in the cases reported of possible
abuse towards vulnerable adults. However, numbers are still likely underreported as people don’t know what to look for or don’t know how to help.

Tree Trimming
By Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager

Vulnerable adults are individuals over the age of 18 who may have physical, mental, or emotional needs making it hard for them to care for themselves without
assistance. They also could reside in facilities such as hospitals, care units, and
assisted living. Services such as home care, day services, or other licensed services
in the home could be assisting their day to day lives.
What To Look For
Maltreatment can come in many forms, but the top
reported type within the county is for abuse and
neglect. Physical and mental abuse by caretakers can
include use of restraints and/or involuntary seclusion
or punishment. Signs of physical abuse include bruises, cuts, burns, and broken bones. Behavioral signs
include depression, fear, conflicting statements, and
hesitation to speak openly.
Not all neglect is imposed by caretaking individuals.
Not having enough food or supplies, appropriate
shelter, or access to services such as health care are examples of an adult who
may be suffering from self-neglect. While they are unlikely to be purposefully
harming themselves, they are exposing themselves to potentially dangerous situations that could be prevented with better care.

Financial exploitation is also a risk that vulnerable adults fall victim to. Unauthorized use of an individual’s funds or accounts which are not being used to the benefit of the adult, is one example of financial exploitation. This can happen from people as close to the adult as family, as well as strangers setting up scams via the
phone or internet. Signs of financial exploitation include lack of access to their
own funds, sudden changes made to a will or banking practices, and unexplained
missing funds or valuables.
How To Help
Staying engaged with vulnerable members you know is one of the first steps you
can take to monitor their wellbeing. By visiting regularly and tracking important
information regarding their care, you could be one of the first people to notice if
something is going astray. Don’t be afraid to ask questions and advocate on the
behalf of a vulnerable adult.
There are many ways to report suspected maltreatment of seniors and vulnerable
adults. The State of Minnesota has the Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center
available 24/7 by calling 1-844-880-1574 or visiting mn.gov/dhs/adult-protection. In
addition, you can always make a report by calling 911 or 763-427-1212. Remember, you can make a difference in the life of a vulnerable adult by alerting authorities of suspected abuse.
FALL
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The Public Works Department will be working throughout the city this fall and winter
trimming and removing trees and brush
along the public road right-of way (typically
33 feet from the center of the road on residential streets). The trimming is necessary to
prevent branches from interfering with traveling vehicles and from blocking visibility.
Some trees that are structurally unsound or
too close to the roadway may need to be
completely removed.

Open to Business is a free, confidential, and nonprofit program to assist entrepreneurs with the
Creation, Growth, and Success of their business.
We provide assistance in many areas, including:
• Business plans and projections • Profitability
• Strategic Planning • Bookkeeping and accounting,
including set-up and training • Financial and cash
flow management • Funding and loan packaging •
Commercial real estate purchasing and leasing
analysis • Staffing, including recruitment, retention,
engagement, and culture • Professional referrals and
additional support
We want to help you succeed! To learn more about
a personalized plan for your business,
please contact:
cmikkonen@opentobusinessmn.org
or see www.opentobusinessmn.org for more info.

WWW.CI.EAST-BETHEL.MN.US
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East Bethel Firearm Ordinance
With hunting season drawing near, the City of
East Bethel receives numerous calls inquiring
about additional firearm regulations enforced by
the City of East Bethel.
State laws regulate the possession and use of
firearms. The only additional ordinance the city has on firearm use is in
Chapter 42, Article IV which addresses discharging firearms near buildings and on or near properties of another. No person shall discharge a
firearm within 500 feet of a building that is not owned by them, unless
they have written consent to do so. Additionally, no person may discharge a firearm on or across property owned by another without
written consent of the property owner.
Bow hunting is not addressed in the city code and is governed by state
laws and agencies.
If you have someone shooting within 500 feet of your home or accessory buildings, or if they are shooting on or across your property, take
photos and videos documenting it, then call the Anoka County Sheriff’s
Department. Allow the Sheriff’s Department to handle the situation
and talk to the hunter. This offense is punishable as a misdemeanor.
If you are not sure where property lines are or how far 500 feet is
from a building than follow these steps:
1.) Go to the interactive map, on the city
website.
2.) Under layers select aerial photo.
3.) Use the search tool to find the property in question, then find
the measuring option under Tools.
Please note that this is the easiest and fastest way to find out this information, although it is not a legal tool to find property lines if they
are being disputed as that information needs to be exact.
Hunting and target practice is a right enjoyed by many residents.
Please be safe and courteous to the rights and property of others.

Fire Prevention Week ™
is Oct. 9-15.
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entering the system to maintain sufficient temperatures to avoid
freezing. Low usage may not be sufficient to keep the system from
freezing. Frequent use, warmer water temperatures and greater
water use are all important in cold temperature.
Leaking Plumbing Fixtures and Furnace Drips: When a
fixture such as a toilet or showerhead leaks, it sends a small trickle
of water to the system. The slow moving water or drips can
freeze within the pipe and eventually cause the pipe to freeze solid. Appliances such as high efficiency furnaces and humidifiers can
also cause water to freeze in the pipes due to the small amount
they discharge.
Pipes Not Draining Properly: A common cause of freeze-ups
are sewer pipes and pump lines that are not installed with proper
fall (change of elevation), or pipes that settle or sag after installation. Any time a dip or low spot occurs in a pipe, sewage can collect and freeze.
Cold Air Entering the System: Open, broken and uncapped
riser or inspection pipes and manhole covers allow cold air into
the system and can cause the system to freeze.
Water Logged System: If a system was hydraulically failing
(water coming to surface or seeping out the side of a mound) it is
a prime candidate to freeze. This effluent will freeze and prevent
further effluent from entering the soil.

Prevent Your Septic
System from Freezing
By Nick Schmitz, Building Official
A winter of cold temperatures and little snow cover can cause
freezing of onsite systems. Even in a normal Minnesota winter,
freezing can occasionally be a problem. Identifying and correcting a
potential freezing problem is far easier than dealing with a frozen
system. Here are a few common causes of onsite system freezeups.
Lack of Snow Cover: Snow serves as an insulating blanket over
the septic tank(s) and soil treatment area (trenches, drainfield or
mound). Lack of snow allows frost to go deeper into the ground,
potentially freezing the system.
Compacted Snow: Compacted snow will not insulate as well as
uncompacted snow. Driving any type of equipment over the system compacts snow and sends the frost down deeper. Automobiles, snowmobiles, ATV's, foot-traffic, and livestock should stay off
the system all year long but especially in the winter.
Lack of Plant Cover: This often occurs in new systems installed
late in the year where a vegetative cover could not be established
before winter. The vegetative cover insulates the system and helps
hold snow.
Irregular Use of System: When homes or cabins are unoccupied for long weekends or extended periods of time, no sewage is
FALL
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What Should You Do If Your Onsite System Freezes?
If your septic system is frozen, your first step is to call an onsite
professional. Unless the cause of freezing is corrected the system
will refreeze next winter. If you have a pump and hear water constantly running in a pump tank (a possible indication of a frozen
system) shut off your pump and call an onsite professional. This
will likely be a pumper or an installer who can help determine the
cause of the problem and offer solutions. The University of Minnesota Onsite Program web site is one place to go to locate a professional. Many pumpers and installers have devices called steamers and high-pressure jetters to try to unfreeze system piping.
Other methods used to help fix a freezing problem include adding
heat tape and tank heaters. Cameras can be sent down the pipes
to determine where the freezing is occurring and if repairs are
needed. If it is not feasible to correct the problem or equipment is
not available in your area, the only other option is to use the septic tank(s) in the system as a holding tank until the system thaws
naturally. You will need to contact a pumper who will empty out
the tanks when they are full on a regular basis. This can be very
costly, especially with normal volumes of water use (50 to 75 gallons per person per day). Reduce water use by limiting the number of toilet flushes, taking short showers, using the dishwasher at
full capacity, limiting running water to get hot or cold and doing
laundry at a laundromat. It is smart to find the cause of the freezing problem so that it can be addressed in the spring, preventing
future freeze-ups. Then preventative measures can be added to
the system such as adding insulation around the tank and pipes or
adding additional cover. There are many misconceptions about
how to deal with a frozen onsite system.
 Do NOT add antifreeze, salt or a septic system additive into the
system.
 Do NOT pump sewage onto the ground surface.
 Do NOT start a fire over the system to attempt to thaw it out.
 Do NOT run water continually to try to unfreeze the system.
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City Hall will be closed for
the following holidays:
VETERANS DAY
Friday, November 11
THANKSGIVING
Thursday, Nov. 24—Friday, Nov. 25
SEPTEMBER:
6 • URRWMO Mtg, Oak Grove City Hall 6:30—7:30 pm
9 • Chamber Golf Outing, Hidden Haven Golf Club 11 am
14 • Booster Committee Mtg, East Bethel City Hall 6:30 pm
15 • East Bethel Senior Mtg, East Bethel Senior Center 10:30 am—Noon

City Meeting Schedule

24 • Drop-Off Saturday, East Bethel Recycling Center 9 am—Noon
OCTOBER:
7 • Senior Dance, East Bethel Senior Center 1—4 pm
12 • Meet the Candidates Forum, East Bethel City Hall 6 pm
20 • East Bethel Senior Mtg, East Bethel Senior Center 10:30 am—Noon
28 • Senior Halloween Dance, East Bethel Senior Center 1—4 pm
29 • Drop-Off Saturday, East Bethel Recycling Center 9 am—Noon
NOVEMBER:
1 • URRWMO Mtg, Oak Grove City Hall 6:30—7:30 pm

City Council, Second & Fourth Monday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall
City Council Work Meeting, First Monday,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall
EDA, Third Monday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall
Park Commission, Second Tuesday each month,
6:30 pm at East Bethel City Hall

3 • SRWMO Mtg, East Bethel City Hall 6:30—7:30 pm

Planning Commission, Fourth Tuesday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall

4 • Senior Dance, East Bethel Senior Center 1—4 pm
8 • General Election Day, Polls are open 7 am—8 pm
9 • Booster Committee Mtg, East Bethel City Hall 6:30 pm
17 • East Bethel Senior Mtg, East Bethel Senior Center 10:30 am—Noon
26 • Drop-Off Saturday, East Bethel Recycling Center 9 am—Noon

To confirm meeting details, call City Hall
at 763-367-7840 or visit the City’s website at
www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Upcoming Events...
SEPTEMBER
SHERIFF’S DEPT OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, September 14: 4-7 PM

FIRE DEPT OPEN HOUSE
Monday, September 19: 5-7:30 PM

NOVEMBER
FALL TOWN HALL MEETING
Wednesday, November 16: 6-9 PM
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