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City Development Report
There are continual rumors circulating on social
media that one or more of the Big Box stores
are planning on locating in the City. This information is not accurate. At this time, East Bethel
does not have the market population to support
those types of retail businesses. The City is positioned nearly equidistant from the “big box” centers in Blaine, Cambridge and Forest Lake and is
currently part of their market areas. Until such
time that populations in East Bethel and the adjoining areas of Oak Grove, St. Francis and Ham
Lake, grow to the point where we become our
own market, only then will these types of retail
will be attracted to the City.
That process has started. Population declines
experienced during the 2009 -2011 recession
have been reversed and the North Metro has
become an area that is attracting the attention of
developers.
Our market base expansion began in 2018 with
the Cambia Hills, Viking Preserve, East Bethel
Village Apartments and Cedar Creek Senior
Housing projects. These were stepping stone
developments, which coupled with several development projects currently underway, are enhancing our position as a preferred location for
the retail and personal and medical services that
are desired by many City residents.
Current developments in the City are continuing
our market base expansion which will improve
our ability to attract commercial development.

These projects include:
 The Davenport St Frontage Road, that will connect 187th Lane to Viking Blvd, is currently under
construction. As a result of this project, Elevage,
Inc. will begin their mixed use development later
this Fall on the east side of the new road. The
first phase will include Kwik Trip and an adjacent
outlot for retail or service business.

Following phases, which are scheduled to follow
in the latter part of 2022, are sites for an additional 40,000 SF of retail and a 120 unit residential development with open space areas and complimentary outdoor amenities. This street will
also open up other properties for future development and provide a much needed secondary access to Viking Blvd. This road was approved in
2008 as part of the transportation component of
the City’s 2020 Comp Plan;

Continued on Page 3

Night to Unite is August 3!
By Anoka County Sheriff’s Office

Night to Unite is an annual event that helps to increase Neighborhood Watch
participation by promoting the work that police, fire, residents, and businesses
do together to make our neighborhoods safer and better places to live.
Tuesday, August 3, 2021 is America’s night to give crime and drugs a going away party. Here are the top
five reasons you should host a Night to Unite Party:
1. It’s fun!
2. It’s a great way to meet your neighbors.
3. Gives you the opportunity to organize a Neighborhood Watch program on your street.
4. It’s a platform for sharing crime prevention and safety information with your neighbors.
5. Connects you with your neighborhood with the Sheriff’s Office.
For more information and to register your party, go to anokacounty.us/crimewatch or call 763-324-5179.

City Contacts

MAYOR
Steven Voss ........... 651-308-0198
steve.voss@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Shelly Beck ............ 763-233-8018
shelly.beck@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Suzanne Erkel........ 612-240-9495
suzanne.erkel@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Tim Harrington .... 763-200-2581
tim.harrington@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Brian Mundle ......... 763-227-0120
brian.mundle@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

CITY HALL........ 763-367-7840
Fax ........................... 763-434-9578
2241 221st Ave NE
East Bethel, MN 55011
Office Hours
Monday—Friday
8:00 AM—4:00 PM

Planning & Zoning
................................. 763-367-7855
Building Inspections
................................. 763-367-7842
Electrical Inspections
................................. 763-434-4853

Emergency................................ 911
Anoka County Sheriff’s Office
.................................763-427-1212
East Bethel Fire Department
.................................763-367-7885

Public Works ........ 763-367-7876

$
City Assessor ........ 651-605-5125
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Continued from Front Page...
 Aggressive Hydraulics, located at 18800 Ulysses St and our largest manufacturing business in the City, is in the process of expanding their
facility by an additional 36,000 SF. This addition will provide a total of 96,000 SF at this location. This expansion will be a 2.8 million dollar
investment and create 20 additional jobs, bringing their employment total to 85;
 Pan O Gold Baking Company, a supplier of breads and buns to restaurants, stores, and schools throughout Minnesota will begin construction of a 24,000 SF distribution center for Country Hearth products in the Classic Commercial Park on Ulysses St. This facility is scheduled to begin construction this Summer and will have 25 employees;
 Expansion of U-Pull-R Parts and the construction of the 209th and 65 Dollar General Store are underway and both of these projects
should be completed by in August 2021; and,
 East Bethel Village Apartment Unit 2, at the intersection of 185th Ave and Buchanan St, is under construction. This 71 unit features 1, 2
and 3 bedroom apartments and should be open for rentals by December.
Due to our location in the Metro area, our transportation and utilities infrastructure and the availability of land with costs that are less expensive than those in the more urban areas, growth is inevitable. It’s not a question of will we have growth, but how we will manage the
growth that will occur.
Our 2040 Comprehensive Plan was designed for this purpose, to control our growth and confine the higher density land use/mixed use
developments within the Highway 65 Corridor. The City’s Comprehensive Plan will provide the framework to direct higher density uses
within the 65 Corridor and maintain those areas outside the Corridor at lower density development to retain the rural nature of the majority of the City.
If anyone has questions relating to any activity or projects proposed or under construction, please contact Stephanie Hanson, Community
Development Director at 763-367-7855 stephanie.hanson@ci.east-bethel.mn.us , or Jack Davis, 763-367-7850, jack.davis@ci.eastbethel.mn.us

ever. When using a rideshare service, it is a good idea to ride
with a friend, or at least let another person know of your plan to
get home.

By Anoka County Sheriff’s Office
Summer has arrived and after another challenging school year, many
families are ready to enjoy the season, while getting back to normal
life. Making sure safe practices are put into motion will help your
family enjoy summer activities and make lasting memories. Wear
properly fitted helmets when participating in activities such as biking
and rollerblading, and monitor children when they are playing outside or in water. Obey traffic signals and only cross the street when
it is safe to do so. When driving, be extra cautious for pedestrians
and motorcyclists who are sharing the roads.
Never operate a vehicle when you have had too much to drink and
are over the legal limit. Spending time in jail or even worse, injuring
or killing someone is never worth the risk of impaired driving. Services such as Uber and Lyft make getting home safely easier than

While this summer will increase our time outdoors and allow for
vacations, unfortunately crime will not be taking a vacation as
well. Therefore, it is important for all members of our community
to be aware of what is happening in our neighborhoods and report suspicious activities. Make sure all doors (including garage
doors) remain locked and lights are on timers when not home.
Always lock your car doors and keep the windows rolled up
when you are not present, and never leave valuables in the vehicle. Do not post on social media your plans to be away from your
home, wait to post memories after your trip has concluded.
Taking these steps to stay safe this summer will only heighten the
enjoyment of this long-awaited season. While you are enjoying
time with your family and friends, if you notice anything suspicious
or concerning, please do not hesitate to call 911. Have a wonderful summer and we can’t wait to see you at community events
and parades!

Rum River Streambank Stabilization – Grants Available to Landowners
The Anoka County Parks Department recently received a grant to implement conservation practices along the Rum River.
Landowners on the Rum have access to funding to address riverbank erosion with a unique method known as cedar tree revetments. Cedar tree revetments are a low cost, but effective, means to address minor to moderate bank erosion before it
gets worse and more expensive to fix. The technique involves cable-anchoring cut cedar trees alongside the bank. Cedar
tree’s dense branches are naturally rot-resistant and can provide many years of bank protection. This armoring technique
helps protect property value, improves water quality in the river and provides quality fish habitat.
Residents interested in having their riverbank evaluated for a cedar tree revetment should contact Kris Larson at the Anoka
Conservation District (763-434-2030 ext. 110; kris.larson@anokaswcd.org). Installation of revetments will occur throughout
the summer in 2021-2022. Most projects cost $5,000-$10,000. Landowners must provide 10% of the total project cost; the
remaining 90% is grant-funded.
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2021 Summer Public Works Update
2021 Road Construction and
Maintenance Projects
The City Council and City Staff continue to
work on a frontage road plan to improve
access and safety along the Highway 65 corridor. The City is also working with
MnDOT to improve safety and efficiency at
access points directly linked to Highway 65.
The following road construction and maintenance activities will take place during the
2021 construction season:
 Constructing a new service road from
187th Ave to Viking Blvd on the east side
of Highway 65.
 Reconstruction of Durant St from Wild
Rice Blvd to 213th Ave.
 Chip sealing the Norseland Manor and
Serenity Pond additions along with 224th
and 225th Avenues.
 Restriping 200,000 linear feet of road
markings and crack sealing 100,000 linear
feet of cracks on various roads.
 Gravel road maintenance consisting of
reshaping and resurfacing the road with
new class 5 will take place on Buchanan
St, 215th Ln & 7th St, Terrace Cir, and
225th Ave.
The Anoka County Highway Department is
in the process of repaving County Road 24
from Highway 65 to County Road 76 and
County Road 74 from Durant St to Viking
Blvd. They are also constructing turn lanes
on Viking Blvd between Vickers St and Isetta
St.
MnDOT will be constructing a Reduced
Conflict Intersection (RCI) at Klondike Dr
and Highway 65.

By Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager

2021 Park Projects
Proposed park projects for 2021 include
installing new playground equipment at
Booster Park West and extending paved
walking trails throughout all of Booster
Park. The Bataan St trail extension will also
be completed during the 2021 construction
season.
Storm Water Protection
When mowing grass and fertilizing lawns,
please keep in mind that any material left on
hard surfaces (roads, driveways, sidewalks)
can end up contaminating local waters and
eventually accumulating and concentrating in
the St. Croix and Rum Rivers. The high
phosphorus levels can cause excessive algal
blooms and other problems to the quality of
our waters.

1. Refrain from blowing grass clippings into
the roadway while mowing grass
2. Use phosphorus free fertilizer
3. Clean excess fertilizer off of hard surfaces
after application to prevent runoff into the
storm water system
4. Keep grass clippings, leaves and other
organic material away from wetlands and
shoreline areas

Oak Wilt
Oak wilt is a common fungus in East Bethel
that kills hundreds of mature oak trees annually. New infection sites occur when oaks
are damaged, cut, or pruned during the
months of April, May, June and July. Once a
new infection site is established, the fungus
will spread to neighboring trees through
their root systems. It is important to remember not to cut or prune any oak trees
during these months and limit activities
around these trees that could result in damage to the tree. Trees that are infected with
oak wilt should be removed the following
winter and chipped, burned, or sealed with
plastic to limit the number of fungal spores
available during the spring months. Infected
wood should not be moved offsite which
could potentially create new infection centers.

Stormwater Maintenance
The City of East Bethel is responsible for
inspecting and maintaining the municipal
storm water system as part of the MN Pollution Control Agency’s MS4 permit requirements. The inspection and maintenance
activities occur throughout the calendar
year and include checking and cleaning drain

If you have any issues or need to report a
public works related problem please call
Nate Ayshford at 763-367-7876. We depend on and encourage your assistance in
reporting any safety or maintenance matters
and will respond to any of your comments
or concerns in a timely manner. Thanks for
all your help.

Some tips to keep in mind:

Free Head Start Preschool &
Early Head Start Programs
The Anoka/Washington County Head Start-Early Head Start program is accepting
applications for the 2021-2022 program year. Programs are free for eligible families with
children from birth to age five and pregnant women. Anoka/Washington County’s Head
Start-Early Head Start program provides education, nutrition, mental health, school
readiness and parent engagement services to children and families from income eligible
households. Our approach is to provide high-quality educational curriculum while
connecting families with growth and learning opportunities. To learn more or apply, visit
our website at http://www.accap.org/head-start/enrollment-4/ or call our enrollment
hotline at 763-783-4314.
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swales and catch basins, cleaning stormwater pipes and pipe outlets, grading and
digging stormwater ponds and ditches and
the removal of woody brush and trees
growing in stormwater ponds and ditches.
The work crews will remain within the
drainage and utility easements, some of
which may be on or adjacent to your property. Please contact the Public Works Department with any questions.
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763-434-3618
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jerry.casper6@gmail.com
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By Cindy Hillyard, Recycling Coordinator

Have broken stuff lying around? Don’t trash it - fix it!
Sign up for the in person fix-it clinic to meet with an expert fixer or mender to repair your
favorite items. Get help repairing clocks, vacuums, clothing, lamps, and much more! Items must
be less than 40 pounds. Registering ahead of time for an appointment is required in 2021
to accommodate for social distancing. COVID-related public health guidelines will be
enforced. Register at: https://www.anokacounty.us/3432/Fix-It-Clinics

Join us!

Saturday, August 7, 2021 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
East Bethel Booster Park West Pavilion #1
Anoka County Household Hazardous
Waste Facility
3230 101st Ave NE, Blaine

Do you have items you no longer need or want but
are not sure what to do with them?

Free Drop-off
Aerosols, batteries, cleaning supplies, fertilizer, fluorescent lamps, gasoline, sharps/
needles, stain, paint, and propane tanks

Go to http://www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us
Click on: Our Community, Garbage and
Recycling, Recycling Options and type your items in
the search bar under the Can I Recycle this?

April—October

This is a great search tool using the Anoka County
Recycling and Disposal Directory site.

Wednesday, 1pm—7pm
Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 9 am—3 pm

Drop-Off Saturday
Schedule
9 AM to Noon
June 27
July 25
August 29
September 26
October 31
November 28
December 26

Proof of residency required.
Closed holidays.

Questions?
Call 763-324-3400 or go to
AnokaCounty.us/HHW

Have recycling questions or need
help finding where to recycle
something? Please contact City
Hall at 763-367-7840, or Anoka
County Recycling & Resource
Solutions at 763-324-3400.

Funded by Anoka County Board of Commissioners
& State SCORE (Select Committee on Recycling
and the Environment) Funds.
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Our DROP OFF SATURDAY is held the last Saturday of EVERY MONTH
from 9 am to Noon at the East Bethel Recycling Center located at 2761 Viking Blvd.
NE in East Bethel. Beginning January 2019, there are now quantity limits on
several items. TV’s under 28” are limited to 3 free, monitors under 28” are limited
to 3 free, and fluorescent bulbs are limited to 10 free. Tires are $5 and TV’s 28”+ and/
or consoles are $20. There is NO CHARGE for electronics, computers, copiers, and
automotive batteries. PLUS bring the materials collected every day at the Recycling
Center.
EAST BETHEL RECYCLING CENTER—Open 24/7 and is provided to serve
your recycling needs. It is not intended to be used as a dumping area for unwanted
waste. PLEASE NO TRASH, TIRES, TVs, FURNITURE, MATTRESSES OR
ANIMAL FECES. Materials collected are aluminum cans, tin cans, appliances, automotive batteries, clothing (drop box), small household goods (non-breakable) cardboard, glass, mixed paper, newspaper, scrap metal, and used oil/oil filters. It is provided
for your benefit; please do not abuse.
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Stormwater Pollution:
Illicit Discharge
What is Stormwater?
Stormwater is water from rain or
snow that flows across our yards,
driveways, and streets and into the
storm drains and ditches. These
drains and ditches then direct the
water directly into our waterways.
Anything besides stormwater in
these drains is considered an illicit
discharge.
What is Illicit Discharge?
An Illicit Discharge is any contaminant that enters the City of East
Bethel’s storm sewer system. Examples of Illicit Discharge include:
yard waste, pet waste, trash, sediment from construction sites,
chlorinated pool water, paint, commercial car wash wastewater,
gasoline or oil, and sewage.

Why is Illicit Discharge harmful?
Stormwater is not treated before
entering our lakes, rivers, and
streams. All the contaminants in
stormwater affect aquatic life. For
example, yard waste is a source of
phosphorus, which contributes to
algal blooms. Sediment clouds our
waters, making it difficult for sunlight
to reach native aquatic plants. Pet waste contributes to harmful bacteria, and chlorinated pool water can be lethal to some aquatic species.
How do I know an Illicit Discharge is occurring?
Possible indicators of an occurring illicit discharge include: unusual
color or cloudiness, strong pungent or musty odor, floating debris,
surface scum or foam, oil sheen, and dead fish.

What Should I do if I see Illicit Discharge?
Please call the East Bethel City Hall at 763-367-7840, and describe
what, where, and when you saw the illicit discharge.

Mosquito Control Season Underway!
Metropolitan Mosquito Control District trucks, helicopters, and staff will be out in neighborhoods
and parks this summer working to reduce mosquito-borne disease and annoyance.
Summer weather in Minnesota means we are starting to see an increase in mosquitoes and the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District
(MMCD) will be out conducting surveillance and treatment activities to reduce the risk of disease and annoyance in an environmentallysensitive manner.
Each year the field staff at MMCD monitors and treats wetlands that breed mosquitoes with a fleet of trucks and helicopters. With many
people still working from home during the weekday due to the COVID-19 pandemic, more people may notice MMCD activities in local
neighborhoods and parks.
At times MMCD employees may need to cross private property for access to check and treat areas for mosquito larvae. MMCD management asks the community to please stay several feet away from field staff and ensure children and pets are kept at a distance. If you have
questions about mosquito control activities or concerns about an employee, please call the MMCD front desk at (651) 645-9149 or visit
MMCD.org.
Some of the activities that MMCD may be doing in your community include:
● Wetland surveillance - determining if ponds or swamps have mosquito larvae present.
● Catchbasin surveillance - pulling off grates and inspecting neighborhood catch basins to determine if mosquito larvae are present.
● Ground larval treatments - applying control materials to a wetland with a hand spreader or backpack.
● Helicopter larval treatments - applying control materials to a wetland via helicopter.
● Catchbasin treatments - applying control materials to neighborhood catchbasins.
● Setting or collecting traps - surveillance helps MMCD determine where and what types of mosquitoes are active.
The control materials and methods used by MMCD are regularly tested for safety and only applied when surveillance indicates they would
be effective. They are designed specifically to target mosquito larvae or adults with minimal impacts on non-target insects. The control materials are not harmful to people, pets, or wildlife. For a complete list of control materials used, please visit MMCD.org.
We are also excited to be returning to a select number of community events and parades this year! MMCD staff bring educational materials
and interactive activities for all ages to our booths at county fairs and other community festivals and a giant inflatable mosquito will be featured at parades this summer. If your community has an event you would like Mosquito Control to be featured, please contact us!
The Metropolitan Mosquito Control District appreciates your support. For information about our programs or for tips on how to reduce
mosquitoes near your home, please visit MMCD.org.
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Clean, Drain, and Dispose to
Prevent the Spread of Aquatic
Invaders!
All anglers and boaters must follow Minnesota’s Clean, Drain,
Dispose laws to help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species
(AIS). You can help protect our valuable Minnesota waters by not
transporting AIS to another waterbody.
 CLEAN all aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and
other prohibited invasive species from
watercraft, trailers, and other water related
equipment before leaving any water access or
shoreline.
 It is illegal to transport prohibited invasive
species – including zebra mussels, dead or
alive.
 DRAIN water related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, bait
containers, motor) and drain bilge, live well, and bait well by
removing drain plugs before leaving any water access.
 Keep drain plugs out while transporting watercraft.
 DISPOSE of unwanted bait, minnows, leeches, and worms in
the trash.
 It is illegal to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic
animals from one waterbody to another.
 It is illegal to release worms in the state; worms are not
native to Minnesota.
 If you want to keep your live bait, you must drain all the lake
or river water and refill the bait container with bottled or
tap water.
Recommended Actions
To further decontaminate your watercraft or equipment, it’s
important to spray, rinse, and dry everything before going into
another waterbody. Do one or more of the following:
 Dry for at least five days.
 Spray with high pressure water.
 Rinse with very hot water. To reduce the risk of spreading
zebra mussels, use water over 120°F and spray each area for
at least two minutes or 140°F water for at least 10 seconds.

For additional information, visit www.mndnr.gov/ais

www.SRWMO.org

Message sponsored by the Sunrise River Watershed Management
Organization, a joint organization of the cities of East Bethel, Ham Lake,
Columbus, and Linwood Township. Its purpose is to manage local water
issues.
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Summer Events at CCESR
LUNCH WITH A SCIENTIST
Looking for an opportunity to hear about cutting-edge research,
and to ask questions of those conducting it? Our monthly lecture series, Lunch with a Scientist, may be right up your alley! At
11:30am on the second Tuesday of each month, we host a lecture from someone affiliated with Cedar Creek. Every month is
different, and every month is interesting. Participants can sign up
for one or more sessions as fits their schedule and interests.
This summer, lectures will be presented as webinars on zoom at
the normally scheduled time. We will additionally host an associated in-person "field trip" for each topic, on a separate date
from the webinar. You can register for the webinars at
z.umn.edu/lwasonline. Dates are still being confirmed for the
field trips, but information about where and when will be available online, along with a list of each month's speakers and topics,
at cedarcreek.umn.edu/lwas. Upcoming programs include: July
13th: Bison, August 10th: Green Infrastructure, September 14th:
Succession and plant buffers.
*****************************
ECOLOGY BOOK CLUB
Are you interested in our impact on Planet Earth? The web of
life? Climate change? Nature? Ecology? If so, this book club is the
place for you! We generally meet the 4th Wednesday of each
month, either at Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve's Lindeman Center or via zoom (check the website for specifics).
Fiction, non-fiction, heavy, light - we read it all! Books are selected by the club members, and no scientific expertise or background is necessary to participate. Details, book selections and
connection information online at cedarcreek.umn.edu/bookclub.
*****************************
BISON TRAIL AND GAZEBO NOW OPEN!
Since summer 2018, Cedar Creek has hosted a small herd of
bison onsite in the summer as part of long-term research into
oak savanna management and restoration. The community is
invited to come out and learn more by taking a self-guided walk
on our bison extension trail, or visiting our bison gazebo on the
weekends to chat with volunteer naturalists about the project,
touch a bison skull, birdwatch and more! The trail to the gazebo
is open daily from 8am - 4:30pm. It is approximately 1 mile in
each direction on sand roads and dirt trails, and departs from
the Fish Lake Nature Trails parking lot on Durant St. north of
229th Ave NE.
The gazebo at the end of the trail is staffed on Saturdays and
Sundays from 9am - 11:30am, and from 1pm - 3:30pm. Details
and information are available at www.cedarcreek.umn.edu/
conservation/bison and z.umn.edu/fishlake. Please note that Cedar Creek is not a zoo - the bison have 210+ acres of rolling
oak savanna to roam, and they may not be visible even during
scheduled events or open hours!
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City Hall will be closed for
the following holidays:
INDEPENDENCE DAY
Monday, July 5

LABOR DAY
Monday, September 6
JULY:
12 • Booster Day Medallion Hunt Begins,
See website for details. Clues released at 10 am
14 • Booster Day Volunteer Meeting,
East Bethel City Hall 6:30 pm
15 • East Bethel Senior Meeting,
East Bethel Senior Center 10:30—11:30 am

City Meeting Schedule

17 • Booster Days Party in the Park, Booster Park West,
activities begin at 5:30 pm

City Council, Second & Fourth Monday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall

31 • Drop-Off Saturday, East Bethel Recycling Center 9 am—Noon

City Council Work Meeting, First Monday,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall
AUGUST:
3 • Night to Unite, Activities May Vary by Neighborhood

EDA, Third Monday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall

6 • Senior Dance, East Bethel Senior Center 1—4 pm

Park Commission, Second Tuesday each month,
6:30 pm at East Bethel City Hall

7 • Fix-In Clinic, Booster Park West, 10 am—1 pm
28 • Drop-Off Saturday, East Bethel Recycling Center 9 am—Noon

Planning Commission, Fourth Tuesday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall

SEPTEMBER:
3 • Senior Dance, East Bethel Senior Center 1—4 pm

To confirm meeting details, call City Hall
at 763-367-7840 or visit the City’s website at
www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us

10 • 2021 8th Annual East Bethel Chamber Golf Outing,
Hidden Haven Golf Course 10 am—6 pm

A sneak peak at upcoming Community Events...
OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

FIRE DEPT OPEN HOUSE

SHERIFF’S DEPT OPEN HOUSE

Date/Time To Be Determined

Wednesday, September 29: 4-7 PM

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

FALL TOWN HALL MEETING

LIONS’ BREAKFAST with SANTA

Date/Time To Be Determined

Date/Time To Be Determined

CITY OF EAST BETHEL
2241 221st Av enue NE • E ast Bet h el, MN 55011
763-367 -7840 •

763 - 434-9578 •

www.c i.east -bet hel.m n.us
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