V O L U M E
I S S U E

1 8

East Bethel

1

INSIDE
THIS
ISSUE:

2021 Budget Update

F A L L
T H E

2

Night to Unite

2

East Bethel City
Council Candidate
Profiles

3

Virtual Events at
CCESR

5

MnDOT Update on
RCI

5

New Book: History of 5
Cook Lake
East Bethel Mayoral
Candidate Profiles

6

Voting in East Bethel

7

Public Works Update 7
Compost Sites

8

Ear-Tipped Cats

9

Firearms Ordinance

10

2 0 2 0

C I T Y

•

O F

N E W S L E T T E R

E A S T

F O R

B E T H E L ,

Fall School Safety

M I N N E S O T A

By Anoka County Sheriff’s Office

The 2020-2021 school year will certainly be an
academic year unlike any other. With the
amount of face-to-face instruction time subject
to change throughout the year, the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office would like to share strategies
to keep your students safe inside and outside of
the classroom.
Transportation To And From School
Transportation to and from school can be some
of the most dangerous times of the day for students. Teach your students who take the bus to
always play it SAFE:
Stay five steps away from the curb.
Always wait until the bus comes to a complete stop and the driver gives instructions to board.
Face forward when sitting in your seat.
Exit the bus when it stops and look both ways before crossing the street.
Students who walk and bike to school incorporate some great exercise into their school day. For some
younger students, it may be beneficial for them to be accompanied to and from school by an adult or older
sibling. Use sidewalks and marked crosswalks, wear appropriate gear (helmets, protective clothing, etc.),
and always stay focused on the road and not electronic devices.
Some high school students may also be able to drive themselves and others to school. While this is an exciting time, it is important that parents remind their students of safe driving techniques. Limit the number
of passengers in the vehicle in order to reduce distractions. Make sure to obey all traffic laws, including the
posted speed limits and refrain use of electronic devices while driving.
Be A Safe Digital Citizen
Technology continues to increase capabilities to students’ learning from home. However, it also brings
potential risks, especially in scenarios where parents may not be home or are busy with their own work
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In Case You Missed It...
FALL
RECYCLE DAY
DISCONTINUED
(formerly at the Ice Arena)

If you have items to recycle,
please use the

DROP-OFF SATURDAY

at the Recycle Center or attend our

SPRING RECYCLE DAY
in April 2021!

City Contacts

MAYOR
Steven Voss ............651-308-0198
steve.voss@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Suzanne Erkel.........612-240-9495
suzanne.erkel@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Tim Harrington .....763-434-0909
tim.harrington@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Randy Plaisance .....763-442-3951
randy.plaisance@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

Fall School Safety, Continued from page 1...
while their children are learning. Instilling strong digital citizenship practices in the home will help keep
children safe when they are online for educational and social activities.
It is important that parents monitor the use of online communication forums and that students understand
appropriate online dialogue. Caution them that their messages are never truly private, and they shouldn’t
type anything that they wouldn’t be okay with others such as parents, teachers, etc. reading. Advise your
students that information such as location, phone numbers, etc. are not appropriate to share online. They
should never be afraid to say no and block online “friends” who ask for these types of information.
Continuously refresh the message to your students that if things are happening online that are upsetting or
making them feel uncomfortable, they should always report it to a trusted adult. Establishing an open and
trusting communication channel with your student could be your first way of detecting any issues they are
experiencing.
If you have further questions about keeping your students safe this school year, don’t hesitate to give us a
call at 763-324-5000. We wish all the residents of Anoka County a safe and healthy school year and know
our community will persevere throughout the upcoming academic year.

Tom Ronning .........763-772-4042
tom.ronning@ci.east-bethel.mn.us

CITY HALL ........763-367-7840
Fax ............................763-434-9578
2241 221st Ave NE
East Bethel, MN 55011
Office Hours
Monday—Friday
8:00 AM—4:00 PM

Planning & Zoning
...................................763-367-7864
Building Inspections
...................................763-367-7844
Electrical Inspections
...................................763-434-4853

Emergency ................................. 911
Anoka County Sheriff’s Office
.................................. 763-427-1212
East Bethel Fire Department
.................................. 763-367-7885

Public Works .........763-367-7876

$

2021 Budget
By Mike Jeziorski, Finance Director
The City Council’s review of the proposed 2021 budget was completed in July.
At the September 14, 2020 City Council Meeting a preliminary tax levy and budget for 2021 will be
approved. In November, property owners will receive their preliminary property tax statements for 2021.
This notice will also indicate the December 2020 City Council meeting date and time where the final 2021
budget will be discussed and at which time also provides an opportunity for public input.

Night to Unite is Tuesday, October 6th, 2020. We are looking forward to seeing everyone! Through N2U
we work to: Build strong, safe, and united neighborhoods Heighten crime prevention awareness Strengthen police-community relationships Planning an event for your neighborhood can be as simple as turning on
the outside lights, locking your doors and inviting your neighbors over to your front yard. Some neighborhoods host block parties, potlucks, and cooking competitions. You just need to do what works for your
neighborhood. It’s a good excuse to spend time with family and neighbors. Registration will open August
3rd. If you would like to receive a reminder email, contact Laura at laura.landes@co.anoka.mn.us.

SEPTIC SERVICES

EXCAVATING & SEWER WORK
SINCE 1976






Compliance
Design
Installation
Pumping
Service
& Repair

763-434-3618
www.CaspersServices.com
jerry.casper6@gmail.com

City Assessor.........651-605-5125
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School has begun!
Watch for
children
walking
and at
bus
stops!

WWW.CI.EAST-BETHEL.MN.US

FALL 2020

East Bethel City Council Candidate Profiles
SHERRY
ALLENSPACH
We have been residents of East Bethel for
17 years and for 15 of
those years I have volunteered on the Park
Board, the EDA
(Economic Development Authority) and
the Planning Commission, which I currently
serve on. These volunteer positions have
given me the opportunity to look at issues
in East Bethel from different points of view.
They have also given me the opportunity to
work with other volunteers, staff and to
meet residents of the City that I may not
have met otherwise. I have also been an
active volunteer at Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church, having served on the church council
and volunteering on various committees.
I have a good understanding of how city
government works and I know that the city
and other governmental agencies must work
together to make things work for the residents. I look forward to the opportunity to
work with School Board members, County
Commissioners, and State leaders on issues
that impact East Bethel.
I believe that I am a good listener and do my
homework before each Planning Commission meeting. I will continue to do this as a
member of your City Council. I ask questions even if I think I know the answer to
make sure that everyone understands both
sides of an issue and the impact the action
will have. I have always tried to vote based
on facts and not because someone else is
voting for or against an issue.
I ask for your vote on November 3, 2020.

SHELLY BECK
Hi my name is Shelly
Beck, I was born and
raised here in East
Bethel. My hobbies
include horses, fishing,
riding ATVs and bingo
with my mom. I’ve
been married for almost 25 years with one
child. My family has been in East Bethel for
over 100 years so my roots grow deep and
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my passion even deeper. I believe in our
city and our people, fairness and equality!

MARK
LUTCAVISH
Mark Lutcavish is a
Minnesota native. He
was born and raised in
Minneapolis and has
resided in the north
metro for the last 20
years. The majority of
his career has been in
pharmacy and he continues to serve in that
capacity. He is currently the Director of
Pharmacy Services and Product Development for an organization that services hospitals and pharmacies throughout the United States. In this role, he works with state,
local, and national organizations to improve
patient health care and outcomes. Mark
also has a short history of local fundraising,
political involvement, and candidate support. In his free time, Mark enjoys quality
time with his family, friends, and neighbors,
and fishing and camping. He is committed to
improving those around him and ensuring
that the East Bethel identity remains true to
its citizens’ values.

BRIAN
MUNDLE
“Give me four years,
and I’ll give you a
better East Bethel!”
I’m Brian Mundle,
and I’m running for
City Council. I’ve
lived in East Bethel
for the vast majority of my life. East Bethel is my hometown
and part of my genealogy since the City’s
inception. I’m the seventh lineal descendant
of James Cooper who was one of the first
settlers, and who named the original township in 1858. His homestead was at what’s
now Coopers Corner.
I’m running for Council to help run it
properly in a professional manner, and because I see so much potential in our City.
It’s a great place to live, to enjoy the quiet,
the wonderful parks, and the wildlife, but it

is developing, and I want to make sure that’s
done correctly, to promote the preservation of the rural character of our City as we
grow responsibly.
I served on City Council from 2014 to 2018,
accomplishing many things. I was part of the
2040 Comp Plan, helped reduce City debt
through bond refinancing and restructuring
loan agreements. I’m an advocate of accountable government and maintaining responsible City budgets. I expanded the
City’s relationship with the Cedar Creek
Ecosystem Science Reserve, and assisted in
organizing parks and walking trails. I supported existing businesses and helped bring
in new businesses, including the largest economic development project in the City’s
history. In 2018 alone the investment of
projects in the City was more than $46 million, that wasn’t by accident.
East Bethel needs to continue to move forward, so that essential services like a grocery store are available to our citizens. I aim
to continue to evolve the city to a place
where people want to come to, to do their
shopping, for entertainment, for good paying
jobs, and to make their homes here. I want
to do this, while keeping the rural elements
as they are. East Bethel already has a charm
to it, and I never want to take that away.
I was educated in ISD 15, afterwards attending Minnesota State University - Mankato
and obtaining a Bachelors of Science in Construction Management. My education is consistently being furthered by earning certificates and yearly continuing education. After
graduation from MSU I began work as a
Construction Manager and an Assistant
Realtor. Much of my work has been in East
Bethel, providing quality homes and creating
new communities for families to live and
play in.
I’ve been involved in our community in
many ways over the years. I served on Planning & Zoning from 2011 to 2014, a Council
member from 2014 to 2018. I’m the Charter Organization Representative for East
Bethel BSA Troop 733, and a proud Eagle
Scout.
If you want a city leader who understands
what East Bethel needs, while keeping our
rural charm, then I ask for your vote on
November 3rd.

WWW.CI.EAST-BETHEL.MN.US
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Council Candidates, Continued from
page 3...
RANDY
PLAISANCE
I grew up in Minneapolis, graduated from
West High School, and
attended Hennepin
Technical College in
Eden Prairie. I’ve been
employed by Target for
20 years and am currently a Data Specialist
with them.
My family and I moved to East Bethel 26
years ago, and have been involved in Scouting, 4-H, church, sports, and school events.
These experiences have made me aware of
the need for a balanced approach to considering the issues, creating dialog, and listening
to all.
I began to volunteer with the city in 2012 to
redesign their website. In 2013 I joined the
Planning Commission and served for three
years, the last as Planning Chair. I was elected to council in 2016 and served on the
Parks, Roads, and Finance committees. I was
also a member of the Economic Development Authority, Blaine Airport Commission,
and acting mayor for two years. I have seldom missed meetings for any of these appointments.
During my term our council has increased
development to include: East Bethel Senior
Living, Cambia Hills youth center, East Bethel Apartments, and the Viking Preserve development. We have resurfaced the east
side frontage road along Highway 65 and
connected these businesses to city sewer
and water. Future projects include: Dollar
General on County Road 22 and Wild Rice
Drive, new development from Elevage by
Another Man’s Treasure, and a frontage
road from there to County Road 22. It is
hoped that these and future developments
will bring a much needed grocery store to
our area. Additionally, these businesses will
continue to add to the positive operating
balance that we are currently seeing with
regards to the city sewer and water.
What I hope to accomplish in my next term
is to continue to expand our communication, keep our taxes low, and continue to
look for opportunities to increase investment within our city while also maintaining
our rural atmosphere. I look forward to
serving you for another four years.
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JOSEPH REITER
East Bethel is an
amazing place to live
and I am running for
city council because I
would like to help
keep it this way.
Growing up in the
area, I spent my youth
playing in the woods,
walking ditches and swimming in every lake,
stream, ditch or pond that I could find.
Some of my fondest memories are of
spending time with family and friends on the
local lakes.
Over the years, I come to love other aspects of our community like being able to
see the stars night and how quiet it is when
traffic dies down. It would be hard for me
to believe there are many other places
where large rafters of turkeys march
through neighborhoods or ten point bucks
sleep under apple trees as we commonly
see.
These aspects make East Bethel unique and
special. Sometimes we may take for granted these features, but as development
moves towards East Bethel, my main priority will always be to maintain our rural lifestyle.
Many of us have lived in and around East
Bethel our whole lives, this is our home.
We need to come together and celebrate
what makes this place great while making
those things even better. Otherwise we
may lose the things we love to “progress”
or forget about them in our increasingly
busy lives.
As a council member, I will propose initiatives to reinforce our traditions and reconnect all of us to our local community and
natural resources.
As much as I think many of us would prefer
nothing change in East Bethel, I know development is inevitable. For me, it is important that our community focus on quality development rather than only looking for
ways to “increase the tax base.” We have
seen in recent years many attempts to
“increase the tax base” that have not been
received well in my neighborhood, and I
want to give a voice to those who do not
appreciate this direction.

JIM SMITH
Hello, East Bethel residents. My name is Jim
Smith and I have decided to run for City
Council.
I have been to several
council meetings over
the past couple of
years and I am seeing things that I do not
agree with. I am seeing that the City has
accumulated a lot of debt and that is not
good. One example is the City sewer and
water situation and that needs to be addressed. I am thinking the only way to improve things for the City of East Bethel is to
get involved and that is what I am planning
to do when I am elected to the City Council.
I also am concerned with wasteful spending
that has to stop so our city can prosper and
grow. We need to attract more businesses
and good businesses so we can create new
jobs and good paying jobs so our city can
grow.
I want to keep our taxes affordable in our
city. I will also be a voice for the residents
of East Bethel. Our residents have rights and
should be able to speak their mind about
any issues at any time. I feel there has to be
common sense when making decisions for
the residents and the City of East Bethel.
I will work hard and to the best that I can
for the residents and the City of East Bethel
and also for the businesses that we have in
our City of East Bethel.
If you want change, vote for me. If you
want things to stay the same, vote for the
same.
I am asking for your vote in this election on
November 3, 2020.
Thank you.

Ultimately, we will pass this city to our children and my position is short-term gains
are not as important as the long-term
health of our community.
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Virtual Events with Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve
By Caitlin Potter, Education and Community Engagement Coordinator at CCESR
Lunch with a Scientist: Join life-long learners for a monthly lunch and learn series at Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve! On the 2nd Tuesday of each month (11:30am), scientists present a general-audience lecture about their work at or
related to Cedar Creek. Bring your own lunch and hunger for knowledge, we will provide the brain food! Due to public health restrictions, this in-person program is now fully online and is presented in an easy-to-use webinar format. Register online at z.umn.edu/
LWASonline. Upcoming topics include fungi (September 8th), small mammals (October 13th), dendrochronology (November 10th) and
food webs (December 8th). Free and aimed at adults.
Ecology book club: Are you interested in our impact on Planet Earth? The web of life? Climate change? Nature? Ecology? If so, this book
club is the place for you! Join us as we explore and discuss interesting topics with local and global relevance. We generally meet the 4th
Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm. While the University is closed to public programs because of the pandemic, the book club meets
online. Email cedarcreekbookclub@gmail.com to receive connection information and reminders. Books are selected by club members ~2
months ahead of each meeting. No science background is necessary and all are welcome to join in our lively discussions! Free and aimed
at adults.

MnDOT changes traffic rules at Highway 65-Viking Boulevard
intersection in East Bethel; begins review of traffic, crash data
In response to recent crashes at the intersection of Hwy 65 and Viking Boulevard this spring and summer, the Minnesota Department of
Transportation took a closer look at the traffic signal operations and evaluated what additional steps can improve safety.
Multiple crashes have occurred when motorists on Viking Blvd. have made a right turn onto Highway 65 when there wasn’t enough time to
safely complete the turn. In addition, local residents and other members of the public have stated that the existing signage is not easy to
understand. In response to those concerns, MnDOT has simplified the rules and changed traffic patterns at the intersection to prohibit right
turns on red from either lane of Viking Blvd. to Highway 65 to prevent further.
New “No Turn On Red” signs have been installed at the intersection, as well as large temporary digital signs to alert motorists to the
changes.
MnDOT engineers will also continue to gather data and analyze information on traffic, signal operations, and crashes, and will consider additional changes if necessary. During this analysis, the department will continue to work closely with partners at the city of East Bethel, Anoka
County and area law enforcement. This valuable partnership provides knowledge of the community and support to communicate with the
residents, motorists, and businesses.
For the most current information, including an updated map of the intersection and a short video showing the new signage, visit and bookmark the project website at www.mndot.gov/metro/projects/hwy65rci.
Stay connected! Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/mndot and Twitter: @mndotnews
 Be ready. Know your route: mndot.gov/knowyourroute
 Sign up for Metro area weekend traffic impacts email updates
For real-time travel information anywhere in Minnesota visit 511mn.org or dial 5-1-1

Coming This Fall: A New Book Chronicling the History of Coon Lake!
Situated within the boundaries of three Minnesota cities East Bethel, Ham Lake and Columbus, Coon Lake has long been a recreational
oasis for fishing, boating, swimming and picnicking. Chronicles of Coon Lake is designed to provide history, not only on its formation, but
stories of those who settled on Coon Lake, building their lives and their businesses. Those stories are augmented by the memories of the
relatives of those early settlers as well.
The book highlights the uniqueness of the lake with its miniature steam train engines, its steamboat Nonpareil, its pirate ship, the Coon
Raider and many other watercraft created by its residents. Resorts have added to Coon Lake’s history and uniqueness, despite losing
some along the way. Old cabins used by the lake residents have a story of their own to tell.
Not to be forgotten are those organizations formed over the years to support and maintain the lake as an asset to the communities,
Anoka county and the state of Minnesota. Their work as described ensures the health of the lake for years to come. Chronicles of Coon
Lake preserves in one coffee table book many of the stories passed down from one generation to the next.
We'll be updating the page as more information becomes available. Our website is coonlake.org.
www.coonlakeassoc.highpowersites.net/chroniclesofcoonlake.html
www.facebook.com/CLIA-Coon-Lake-Improvement-Association-613917792366351/

FALL 2020
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East Bethel Mayoral Candidate Profiles
ROBERT H.
DEROCHE, JR.
I am 66 years old, and
have been a resident
for over 37 years.
I have a background in
computer sciences,
finance (business and
personal), from numerous military schools, University of
Minnesota, National college of business.
I am a retired disabled veteran (Honorable
Discharge, two meritorious unit citations).
I have served on the East Bethel roads commission, Anoka county corrections commission, and have been involved with ATV,
snowmobile, firearms safety, classes to
youth for MN DNR.
I am running for mayor again for a couple of
reasons. First I would like the opportunity
to finish what was started as it relates to
developing the highway 65 corridor project
And for the record, it has been going
around for a couple of campaigns that I voted for the sewer water project. When in
fact 19 Feb 2011, I voted against it. Mayor
Voss voted for it. I couldn't see how we
should strap the residents with the cost. I
feel there is no transparency in the city. I
feel it was eliminated because of people
voicing their concerns in a public forum. It
was a way for the public to state their concerns and opinions. No matter what, residents should never feel intimidated by council or the commissions.. enough of trying to
be another big city. People moved to East
Bethel to get away from big cities.
The budget and city tax levy play a major
role. A priority to me on council was keeping the taxes and levies as low as possible
while still providing top shelf community
service, police protection, fire service and
public works to the residents of East Bethel.
During my time as Mayor we initiated talks
Met Council. At that time, saving 2-3 million.
We must continue to be fiscally responsible
and prudent on spending. We need to address needs before wants. The city council
should be directing staff the direction of the
city as per what the residents want to do.
Not their own personal agenda. Through a
well thought out comprehensive plan, and
with input from the residents, develop in

6

the 65 corridor and still keep East Bethel
rural and with the beauty and up north feel
we live here for.
Last but certainly not least is the RCI intersection. What a catastrophe. And at the
cost of human life. Something needs to be
done to minimize any more loss of life…
Be informed voters… read up on candidates!!! Especially now. Look at the commissions in which they served. See what
their agendas are. Read how they voted on
a lot of ordinances. and fair. You need to
separate the rhetoric from fact. It's true
you can vote people out next time, the devastation and decisions can already have
caused problems. I look forward to serving
you the residents on the East Bethel city
council as your mayor.
Residents, this is our city!!!

STEVEN VOSS
It has been an honor to
serve as your Mayor
for the last six years. I
have been involved
with our city since
moving to East Bethel
in 1993, first volunteering on the Planning &
Zoning Commission,
then serving two terms on City Council,
and now as your Mayor. My wife and I thoroughly enjoy everything that our city has to
offer. Although we have moved twice since
moving here, we have stayed within the
same great neighborhood on the north side
of Coon Lake.

throughout the rest of the city. This plan
provides for those services that our residents desire, creates more local jobs, and
offers a variety of housing opportunities.
We need to stay true to the objective of
managing our growth to preserve the rural
feel we all desire to keep.
New developments such as Cedar Creek
Senior Living (the city’s first senior living
facility), the first phase of East Bethel Village
Apartments, and the Cambia Hills of East
Bethel youth mental health treatment facility
have all been completed in the last year.
These, and several other recent developments, have brought several hundred new
jobs to East Bethel while providing our residents with needed services. And all the
while, continuing to preserve the rural character for the remainder of the city.
I ran 6 years ago with a focus of leading a
city council that would work cooperatively
together in a positive fashion toward mutual
goals and with the city’s best interest in
mind. Our City has progressed ever since,
led by a city council that not only respects
our citizens, but also each other.
I would be honored to continue my service
as your Mayor.
Together, we can keep East Bethel moving
forward.

Whether its the rural feel, the range of recreational opportunities for every type of
enthusiast, or the feeling that we don’t need
to go any further than our backyards to
experience nature, there are plenty of reasons why East Bethel is definitely our home.
Our city is changing, in the managed way
our community had intended in the Comprehensive Plan years ago. The premise of
that plan, and our current draft updated
plan, are simple - keep our future growth
focused and restricted to along Highway 65
and to maintain the rural character

WWW.CI.EAST-BETHEL.MN.US

FALL

2020

Elections & Voting in East Bethel

By Carrie Frost, Elections Coordinator

The General election for 2020 will be held on Tuesday, November 3rd. The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. for the purpose of nominating candidates for federal, state, county, local, and judicial offices. The City’s mayoral and council election will be held on
the same ballot. There will be two at-large council member seats (four year terms) and the mayor’s seat (two year term).
The City of East Bethel currently has three precincts. The polling places for each precinct are as follows:
Precinct #1
East Bethel Community/Senior Center • 2241 221st Ave NE
Precinct #2
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church • 19001 Jackson St NE
Precinct #3
East Bethel Fire Station #1 • 2751 Viking Blvd NE
If you are unsure of where you should vote, you can access the Secretary of State’s website at www.sos.state.mn.us to find your correct
polling place, or call City Hall at 763-367-7840. For more information about elections, you can visit the City’s website or
www.anokacounty.us/elections.
REGISTERING TO VOTE
If you have moved or changed your name, you must first register before voting. A valid driver’s license with your new address/name will
allow you to register and vote. If possible, please do this before Election Day.
ABSENTEE BALLOT VOTING
The absentee balloting period for the November 3rd General Election will take place between Friday, Sept. 18, and Monday, Nov. 2.
Voters who wish to vote absentee by mail can download the absentee ballot application any time at www.anokacounty.us/absenteevoting.
Voters can also call 763-324-1300 to have an absentee ballot application mailed to them.

Before the Snow: Fall Public Works Update
Mailbox Checklist
Fall is a good time to check the construction and sturdiness of your mailbox prior
to the snowplow season. Mailboxes can be
especially vulnerable to damage from snow
removal operations. When inspecting your
mailbox, make sure it is installed so that
the bottom edge is 45” to 48” above street
level; with the post 20” back from the curb
or front of the box. That amount of clearance is needed to keep the plow’s wing
from hitting the box. If there are any plastic newspaper tubes attached to the mailbox, they should be above 45” height requirement as well. Check to make sure the
construction is stable enough to withstand

Mailbox Requirements

20
45”- 48”

24
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By Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager

the force of the wet snow and ice coming
off of the wing of the snowplow.
The City does not assume liability for mailboxes damaged during normal plowing
operations, unless it is determined the
plow made direct contact with a mailbox
meeting the installation requirements. Decorative and plastic mailboxes are not within
the requirements and will not be replaced
if damaged.
Snow and Ice Removal
Snowplow operators try to evenly distribute the snow along the route, but in some
instances limited space can make this difficult. For safer streets and faster, more
thorough service, our snowplow drivers
urge you to remember:
 No Parking on any public street from
November 1 to March 31 between the
hours of 11:00 pm and 6:00 am.
 No Parking on any public street after a
2 inch snowfall, as determined by the
Public Works Manager, between the
hours of 6:00 am and 6:00 pm until the
road has been plowed the full width.
 Keep a safe distance from the snowplow. They can weigh 17 times more
than the average car and frequently
back up.
 Think safely. Plan on traffic delays fol-

lowing a snowfall.
 Protect your kids! Remember it is dangerous for children to play in snow
banks along city streets where snowplow operators are unable to see
them.
 Do not plow, shovel, or blow snow
into or across any city street or store
any snow in the road right-of-way.
 Garbage cans and recycle bins should
be placed behind the curb in the driveway, not in the street.
 Do not place metal stakes, boulders,
or permanent structures in the road
right-of-way area (typically 33 feet
from the center of the road on residential streets). Staking the curb line
with temporary wooden lathe or fiberglass markers is acceptable and does
make it easier for plow operators to
distinguish the road edge under the
blanket of snow.
If you have any issues or need to report a
public works related problem please call
Nate Ayshford at 763-367-7876. We depend on and encourage your assistance in
reporting any safety or maintenance matters and will respond to any of your comments or concerns in a timely manner.
Thanks for all your help.

WWW.CI.EAST-BETHEL.MN.US
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By Cindy Hillyard, Recycling Coordinator

Anoka County Compost Sites

Anoka County has two compost sites accepting yard waste and organics year-round weather permitting. Please see hours of operation below.
You must unload your own yard waste and debag all materials. Please keep leaves/grass, tree waste, and organic materials separate
from each other because they are deposited in different areas.

Anoka County compost sites are open for the season. While dropping off materials at the sites, please stay six feet apart from staff
and other site users. If you are bringing in tree waste, please remain in your vehicle when you pull up and pay for your material. Please be patient as site staff do their work and allow at least 15 minutes before closing time to pay for and unload your yard
waste. Any updates on the operational status of the sites will be posted here. https://www.anokacounty.us/359/Compost-Sites
Bunker Hills Site: 13285 Hanson Blvd NW, Coon Rapids, 763-767-7964
April—November, weather permitting: Mon-Fri 10 am-7 pm • Sat 9 am-5 pm • Sun Noon-5 pm
December—March, weather permitting: Sat 9 am-1 pm

 Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Site: 7701 Main St, Lino Lakes, 651-429-3723

April—November, weather permitting: Tues & Thurs: 10 am-7 pm • Sat 9 am-5 pm • Sun Noon-5 pm
December—March, weather permitting: Sat 9 am-1pm

Both sites are closed holidays.
Acceptable Materials and Fees
 Leaves, grass, and non-woody yard waste (debagged). No charge up to four cubic yards.
 Tree Waste (brush, evergreen boughs, logs, shrub trimmings, stumps). Fees vary based on the amount and
the diameter of the materials.
 Organics (food scraps, most non-recyclable and uncoated food-soiled paper, and BPI (Biodegradable Products Institute) certified compostable products). FREE to Anoka County residents. For additional details go to AnokaCounty.us/Yardwaste.

Our 2019 tonnage goal was 1,276 tons. East Bethel exceeded our goal at
1,373.85 tons. Thank you for Recycling!!!
Take Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) to the Anoka County Household Hazardous Waste Facility in Blaine. Take
organics, yard and tree waste to the Anoka County Compost sites. For more information on these programs, go to
AnokaCounty.us/recycle, or call Anoka County Recycling & Resource Solutions at 763-324-3400.
EAST BETHEL RECYCLING CENTER—
Open 24/7 and is provided to serve your
recycling needs. It is not intended to be used as a
dumping area for unwanted waste. PLEASE
NO TRASH, TIRES, TVs, FURNITURE,
MATTRESSES OR ANIMAL FECES.
Materials collected are aluminum cans, tin cans,
appliances, automotive batteries, clothing (drop
box), cardboard, glass, mixed paper, newspaper,
scrap metal, and used oil/oil filters. We do not
accept wooden garage doors. It is provided for
your benefit; please do not abuse.

Our DROP OFF SATURDAY is becoming very popular. DROP OFF SATURDAY is
held the last Saturday of EVERY
MONTH from 9 AM to Noon at the
East Bethel Recycling Center located
at 2761 Viking Blvd. NE in East Bethel.
Tires are $5 and TV’s 28”+ and/or consoles are $20. There is NO CHARGE for
electronics, computers, copiers, TV’s under
28”, fluorescent bulbs, and automotive
batteries. PLUS bring the materials
collected every day at the Recycling Center.

Drop-Off Saturdays
9 AM to Noon
September 26
October 31
November 28
December 26

Have recycling questions or need help finding where to recycle something? Please contact Cindy Hillyard at 763-367-7840, or
Anoka County Recycling & Resource Solutions at 763-324-3400.

Funded by Anoka County Board of Commissioners & State SCORE (Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment) Funds.
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Have you seen cats with ears
like this?
These cats have been “ear-tipped” or
“notched”. This is a surgical alteration
showing that a free-living, barn or feral cat
has been spayed/neutered. A feral cat is
not socialized to live with people—it is
fearful of and generally avoids people. Feral cats cannot be adopted into homes.
Barn cats live outdoors on farms, in barns,
or other structures near people. Barn cats
are sometimes approachable, but cannot
be adopted into homes.
Within East Bethel, some residents have been utilizing MN SNAP services to reduce overpopulation of feral and/or barn cats in the area. These local cats are
spayed/neutered, dewormed, and vaccinated for rabies before being released back
into their home area. These cats should never be re-trapped, or brought to a
shelter, unless sick. Instead, they should be left in their neighborhood to provide
cat population control. Studies have shown by just being there, they prevent other cats from moving into the area. And, because they have been fixed, they will
never have litters of kittens. Even if you don’t like cats, these ear-tipped cats have
an important job to do in keeping your neighborhood a nice place to live.
For more information on the MN SNAP program, you can pick up a brochure at
City Hall, or visit www.mnsnap.org.

Tree Trimming
By Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager
The Public
Works
Department
will be
working
throughout
the city this
fall and winter trimming
and removing trees
and brush
along the
public road
right-of way (typically 33 feet from the center of
the road on residential streets). The trimming is
necessary to prevent branches from interfering
with traveling vehicles and from blocking visibility.
Some trees that are structurally unsound or too
close to the roadway may need to be completely
removed.

To learn more about helping feral cats in East Bethel, residents can contact
helpferalcat@gmail.com.

Open to Business is a free, confidential, and non-profit program to
assist entrepreneurs with the Creation, Growth, and Success of
their business. We provide assistance in many areas, including:
• Business plans and projections • Profitability • Strategic Planning
• Bookkeeping and accounting, including set-up and training
• Financial and cash flow management • Funding and loan packaging
• Commercial real estate purchasing and leasing analysis
• Staffing, including recruitment, retention, engagement, and culture
• Professional referrals and additional support
We want to help you succeed! To learn more about a personalized
plan for your business, please contact:
cmikkonen@opentobusinessmn.org
or see www.opentobusinessmn.org for more information.

FALL
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East Bethel Firearm Ordinance
With hunting season drawing near, the City of
East Bethel receives numerous calls inquiring
about additional firearm regulations enforced by
the City of East Bethel.
State laws regulate the possession and use of
firearms. The only additional ordinance the city has on firearm use is in
Chapter 42, Article IV which addresses discharging firearms near buildings and on or near properties of another. No person shall discharge a
firearm within 500 feet of a building that is not owned by them, unless
they have written consent to do so. Additionally, no person may discharge a firearm on or across property owned by another without
written consent of the property owner.
Bow hunting is not addressed in the city code and is governed by state
laws and agencies.
If you have someone shooting within 500 feet of your home or accessory buildings, or if they are shooting on or across your property, take
photos and videos documenting it, then call the Anoka County Sheriff’s
Department. Allow the Sheriff’s Department to handle the situation
and talk to the hunter. This offense is punishable as a misdemeanor.

Advertise in the city newsletter.
Reach every home in the City of East Bethel!

Advertise at the East Bethel Ice Arena.

If you are not sure where property lines are or how far 500 feet is
from a building than follow these steps:
1.) Go to the interactive map, on the city
website.
2.) Under layers select aerial photo.
3.) Use the search tool to find the property in question, then find
the measuring option under Tools.

Take advantage of the options the City has to offer,
and make your business a familiar sight!

Please note that this is the easiest and fastest way to find out this information, although it is not a legal tool to find property lines if they
are being disputed as that information needs to be exact.

Contact East Bethel City Hall
for more information: 763-367-7840

Get noticed with a year-round message
to an audience from all over the state!

… or do BOTH!

Hunting and target practice is a right enjoyed by many residents.
Please be safe and courteous to the rights and property of others.
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When do I need a permit?
Below are some examples
when a permit is required.
Building permits are required
to construct, add to, alter,
remove, demolish, or repair a
structure. Permits are required for any alterations,
additions, or remodeling to
your home, garage or any
other structure, including
manufactured homes. Permits
are also required for basement finishes, reroofing, re-siding, window and door replacement, swimming
pools, driveways, fences over 6 feet tall, garages, sheds over 200
square feet, decks, gazebos, porches, septic systems, etc. A permit
is required before you begin construction.
Electrical, fireplace, mechanical, fire suppression systems and
plumbing permits are required for new or existing structures
whenever work is done. Mechanical permits are required for the
installation or replacement of mechanical equipment; this includes
central air conditioners, air to air exchangers, and duct work; also
furnaces and boilers. Plumbing permits are also required for water
heater replacement and lawn irrigation/sprinkler systems.
Septic pumping permits are required to pump a septic tank. The
licensed septic pumper will obtain the permit. The cost of the
pumping permit is $5.00. If you need a list of licensed septic system pumping contractor please contact the building department.
Septic installation permits are required to install or repair septic
systems. A septic system shall be designed by a Minnesota certified
septic system designer and submitted to our office by
a licensed septic installer. After the septic system design has been approved and the permit fee is paid, a
permit is issued to the licensed installer. The licensed
installer is responsible for scheduling the required
inspections.

When Do I Need A
Building Permit?
By Nick Schmitz, Building Official
Why do I need a permit?
Some people may think that obtaining a
permit means extra costs, time delays, and
unwarranted regulations. However, a permit ensures that proper services are provided to safeguard life, health, property and
public welfare. For most people, their
home is their most important investment. If
work is done improperly, such work can become unsafe for the
homeowners and their families, as well as devalue their home.
Realtors and lenders are aware that the law requires homeowners
to have the proper permits when doing home construction. When
it comes to selling a house, realtors and lenders often require that
any construction work is done with permits to ensure that the
house is safe for future occupants. If work was completed without
a permit, this may mean that you find yourself scrambling to catch
up with permits, inspections, and additional repair work to meet
minimum code standards.

FALL
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How do I get a permit and arrange for inspection?
A homeowner, when doing a project, needs to obtain
the necessary permits. The permit application can be
obtained online or at City Hall.
The homeowner must call City hall to arrange for the
required inspections, and the work must not be covered before the building inspector has inspected and
approved the work. If a contractor is hired, the contractor is required to obtain the permit, and work with City staff
to make sure the work is completed according to code. Plans need
to be submitted for any structural (and some nonstructural work).
For example; decks, porches, additions, basement finishes, garages,
sheds over 200 square feet, etc. will require a construction plan to
be reviewed by the building inspector.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call the Building Department at (763) 367-7844.
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City Hall will be closed for
the following holidays:
VETERANS DAY
Wednesday, November 11
THANKSGIVING
Thursday, Nov. 26—Friday, Nov. 27
OCTOBER:
6 • Night to Unite, Various Locations 3—9 pm
13 • East Bethel Fire Department Auxiliary Meeting,
East Bethel Fire Station #1 7—8 pm

City Meeting Schedule
NOVEMBER:
3 • General Election Day, Polls are open 7 am—8 pm

City Council, Second & Fourth Monday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall
City Council Work Meeting, First Monday,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall

5 • Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization
(SRWMO) Mtg, East Bethel City Hall—Booster West Conference Room

EDA, Third Monday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall

6:30—7:30 pm

Park Commission, Second Wednesday each month,
6:30 pm at East Bethel City Hall

10 • East Bethel Fire Department Auxiliary Meeting,

Planning Commission, Fourth Tuesday each month,
7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall

East Bethel Fire Station #1 7—8 pm
17 • Upper Rum River Watershed Management Organization

Road Commission, Second Tuesday each month,
6:30 pm at East Bethel City Hall

(URRWMO) Mtg, Oak Grove City Hall 6:30—7:30 pm

To confirm meeting details, call City Hall
at 763-367-7840 or visit the City’s website at
www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us

19 • East Bethel Senior Meeting, Booster West Pavilion #1
10:30 am—Noon

A sneak peak at Community Events this winter...
DECEMBER

JANUARY
FREE Open Skate Begins @ Ice Arena

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

To Be Determined

FEBRUARY

Dates/Times To Be Determined

MARCH

HAM LAKE SNOWBOWL

EMPTY BOWLS Fundraiser

To Be Determined

To Be Determined
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