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Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve 
There is a small sign located at 2660 Fawn Lake Drive in 

East Bethel. In the 12 plus years I have lived here I have 

driven by that sign a hundred times and had no idea of 

how important or the kind of impact it has had on the 

world. 
 

Right here in our city is located what researchers 

around the world call “the modern birthplace of the Science of Ecology.” What started in 1942 with 500 

acres has grown to 5600 plus square acres, around 8.75 square miles. 
 

The name on the sign says The Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve, it is owned and operated by the 

University of Minnesota and is home to numerous long-term experiments that are literally helping the 

world. In 1975 our nation recognized this special place as a National Natural Landmark. Since the beginning, 

this property has been under the care of the best researchers, scientists and volunteers. The land has been 

kept and preserved wild and in the natural state, like Mother Nature herself lived there. It is home to 61 

types of mammals and 291 different species of birds. 
 

I write this article because I feel it's important to understand and recognize the value of past research and 

current long term research findings as we all live in a time of increasing concern for our global environment. 

Plus, as a resident here in East Bethel, they are our neighbor, as Cedar Creek itself touches many properties 

as it twists it way through East Bethel. 
 

I recently attended an Open House Ground Breaking Ceremony and Trail Dedication with my wife Stacey, 

and not only was given a history lesson, but toured just a small piece of the reserve. We met painters, au-

thors, song writers, researchers, teachers, students and professors who all find inspiration in the 5600 acres 

of pure nature. 
 

I always knew East Bethel was a gem of a city, and like you, we moved to this area because of the rural 

country feel. What I didn't realize is how special this area is, and the impact their research is having on our 

world. 
 

What I really enjoyed finding out is that there are trails open to not only residents of East Bethel but to the 

public to enjoy. There is no better time than the fall to take advantage of the changing colors these trails 

have to offer to truly appreciate what East Bethel looked like before we started to develop this area.  
 

The Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve (CCESR) web page and Facebook page contain a ton of infor-

mation. If you and your family want to enjoy a natural treasure or take part in many of the activities they 

offer, including star parties for those who enjoy star gazing, please check out their social media page. The 

history alone is a fascinating read which should help mold our decision about future developments as our 

city grows. 
 

Hopefully the next time you drive by you will have a 

better understanding of the sign on Fawn Lake 

Drive.  I think it's important to realize that we did 

not inherit this city we all call home from past gen-

erations; we actually are borrowing it from future 

generations of our children. 
 

Please enjoy your day and city, 
 

Councilman Tim Miller  
Sandhill cranes in the late fall. Photo by Caitlin Potter 
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City Contacts 

2  

MAYOR 

Kevin Lewis ............651-357-6208 
kevin.lewis@ci.east-bethel.mn.us 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Bob DeRoche ........612-327-6631 
bob.deroche@ci.east-bethel.mn.us 
 

Tim Miller ...............612-387-6600 
timothy.miller@ci.east-bethel.mn.us 

 

Brian Mundle ..........763-227-0120 
brian.mundle@ci.east-bethel.mn.us 

 

Jim Smith .................612-221-2028 
jim.smith@ci.east-bethel.mn.us 

CITY HALL ........763-367-7840 

Fax ............................763-434-9578 

2241 221st Ave NE 

East Bethel, MN  55011 

 

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 

8:00 AM—4:00 PM 

Emergency ................................. 911 

Anoka County Sheriff’s Office

 .................................. 763-427-1212 

East Bethel Fire Department 

 .................................. 763-367-7885 

Public Works .........763-367-7876 

Planning & Zoning 

 ...................................763-367-7864 

Building Inspections 

 ...................................763-367-7842 

Electrical Inspections 

 ...................................763-434-4853 

$ 

City Assessor .........651-605-5125 

By Mike Jeziorski, Finance Director 

The purpose of this report is to provide summary 2024 budget information concerning the City of East 

Bethel to interested stakeholders. The budget is published in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 

471.6965. This budget is in summary form: the complete budget may be examined at East Bethel City Hall, 

2241 221st Avenue NE, East Bethel MN 55011 and on the City website. The City Council adopted this 

budget on December 11, 2023. 

City Summary Budget Statement 

East Bethel Fire Department Auxiliary Breakfast 

  SATURDAY, January 27 

         8:00 —11:00 AM 

East Bethel Fire Station #1 

 
Scrambled eggs with all the fixings! Meat, fruit, 

hash browns, dessert, coffee and juice. 

Cost: $8/adult, $5/child (12 and under) 

Fun extras! Silent auction, vendor fair, bake sale, helicopter landing (weather permitting)! 
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Tree Trimming 
The Public Works Department will be working throughout the city 

this winter trimming and removing trees and brush along the public 

road right-of way (typically 33 feet from the center of the road on 

residential streets). The trimming is necessary to prevent branches 

from interfering with traveling vehicles and from blocking visibility. 

Some trees that are structurally unsound or too close to the road-

way may need to be completely removed. 
 

If you have any issues or need to report a public works related 

problem please call Nate Ayshford at 763-367-7876. We depend 

on and encourage your assistance in reporting any safety or 

maintenance matters and will respond to any of your comments or 

concerns in a timely manner. Thanks for all your help. 

 

Snow Removal Reminder! 
Just a reminder that activities such as 

plowing, blowing or shoveling snow 

onto or across public roads are prohib-

ited by MN Statute 160.2715 and City 

Ordinance No. 124, Sec 70-2. This in-

cludes the ditch and right-of-way area 

along the roads. The snow can cause 

issues for motor vehicles, mail delivery, 

snow plowing, and garbage service. 
 

Civil penalties may apply if the placement of snow creates a hazard, 

such as a slippery area, frozen rut or bump that contributes to a 

motor vehicle or pedestrian crash. The civil liability can extend to 

both the property owner and the person who placed the snow! 

Snowplow operators try to evenly distribute the 

snow along the route, but in some instances limited 

space can make this difficult. For safer streets and 

faster, more thorough service, our snowplow 

drivers urge you to remember: 

 No Parking on any public street from November 1 to March 31 

between the hours of 11:00 pm and 6:00 am. 

 No Parking on any public street after a 2 inch snowfall, as deter-

mined by the Public Works Manager, between the hours of 6:00 

am and 6:00 pm until the road has been plowed the full width. 

 Keep a safe distance from the snowplow. They can weigh 17 

times more than the average car and frequently back up. 

 Think safely. Plan on traffic delays following a snowfall. 

 Protect your kids! Remember it is dangerous for children to play 

in snow banks along city streets where snowplow operators are 

unable to see them. 

 Do not place metal stakes, boulders, or permanent structures in 

the road right-of-way area (typically 33 feet from the center of 

the road on residential streets). 

 Staking the curb line with temporary wooden lathe or fiberglass 

markers is acceptable and does make it easier for plow opera-

tors to distinguish the road edge under the blanket of new snow, 

however if snow banks grow too tall during the winter, crews 

may have to push them back which will knock over the markers 

so it is recommended to use something inexpensive.  

City Snow and Ice Removal 
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Winter Garbage Cart Placement 
Snowplow crews rely on residents' help to place garbage and recy-

cling carts behind the curb when it is trash pick-up day. The City of 

East Bethel is reminding residents that carts placed in the street 

interfere with snowplowing operations and crews are unable to 

plow the streets from curb-to-curb. 

 When you dig out your driveway, be sure to dig out a spot for 

your garbage can. 
 

 Do not place garbage cans in the street. This creates a hazard as 

garbage cans could get hit by vehicles or snowplows. It is recom-

mended that garbage cans be placed at least 2 feet off the edge 

of pavement into your driveway. 
 

 Timing is everything. Putting your trash out the night before 

collection day can make life easier, but this puts your receptacle 

at risk of damage during nighttime snowplowing operations. 
 

 Retrieve your garbage cans soon after collection. Garbage cans 

often sit at the roadside on collection day until the evening. 

Empty cans are vulnerable to winds and snow removal opera-

tions and could cause a hazard if knocked into the roadway.  

The presidential primary, state primary and general elections are on 

the horizon. Election judges will be needed at all precincts.  We will 

be hiring a team of judges for each of our three polling places for the 

presidential primary on March 5, the state primary election on Au-

gust 13 and the general election on November 5.   

Election judges are paid officials who staff local polling places, carry 

out election procedures, and make sure the rights of voters are pro-

tected.  Judges will learn more about the election process, and along 

with their team, ensure that elections are administered in a fair man-

ner: 

 Minnesota State Law allows time off from work without loss of 

wages to serve as an election judge, as long as you provide a 20-

day notice to your employer. 

 Students who are at least 16 years of age may 

serve as trainee election judges. 

 Election judges are required to attend a mini-

mum of two hours of training, for which you 

will be paid. 

 There is a need for judges who are comforta-

ble and familiar with technology (iPads, etc.).  

If you are interested in learning more about being an Election Judge 

or Trainee Election Judge, you can download our Election Judge 

Application/Information Update from the city website (www.ci.east-

bethel.mn.us), or contact Carrie Frost, the East Bethel Elections 

Coordinator at 763-367-7853 or carrie.frost@ci.east-bethel.mn.us. 

Election Judges Needed! 
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EXCAVATING & SEWER WORK 

SINCE 1976 

www.CaspersServices.com 
caspersservices76@gmail.com 

763-434-1963 

 Compliance 

 Design 

 Installation 

 Pumping 
Service 
& Repair 

SEPTIC SERVICES 

Keep Fire Hydrants 

Clear! 

Before the Snow: 

Mailbox Checklist 

Now is a good time to check the construc-

tion and sturdiness of your mailbox prior 

to the snowplow season. Mailboxes can be 

especially vulnerable to damage from snow 

removal operations. 
 

Keep in mind, the City does not assume 

liability for mailboxes damaged during nor-

mal plowing operations, including damage 

from discharged snow, unless it is deter-

mined the plow made direct contact with a 

mailbox meeting the installation require-

ments. Decorative and plastic mailboxes 

are not within the requirements and will 

not be replaced if damaged.  

 

RATING: POOR 

 Not enough height or clearance 

 Not sturdy and has obstacles around the 

mailbox post 

 

RATING: FAIR 

 Not enough height and clearance 

 Very brittle when cold 

RATING: GOOD 

 Good clearance, sturdy 

 Paper tube should be raised to height of 

mailbox 

 

RATING: BEST 

 Good height and clearance 

 Sturdy 

 

When inspecting your mailbox, make sure it 

is installed so that the bottom edge is 45” to 

48” above street level; with the post 20” 

back from the curb or front of the box.  

That amount of clearance is needed to keep 

the plow’s wing from hitting the box.  If 

there are any plastic newspaper tubes at-

tached to the mailbox, they should be above 

45” height requirement as well. Check to 

make sure the construction is stable enough 

to withstand the force of the wet snow and 

ice coming off of the wing of the snowplow. 

By Nate Ayshford, Public Works Manager 

45”- 48” 

24” 

20”  

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4  W W W . C I . E A S T - B E T H E L . M N . U S  4  

Residents and business owners are asked 

to please shovel out around the nearby 

fire hydrants after each snowfall. It is 

very important to keep hydrants clear of 

snow and visible from the street. This is 

so the firefighters can spend those 

precious seconds fighting fires and not 

clearing out hydrants.  

Shovel after each snowfall 

ACCAP Chores 

& More 
The Chores & More program 

utilizes volunteers and paid 

independent contractors to assist 

seniors over the age of 60 in 

Anoka County. Through this pro-

gram we are able to provide 

housekeeping services (laundry, 

vacuuming, sweeping floors, clean-

ing bathroom or kitchen) and 

chores services (heavy housework, 

washing windows and walls; basic 

home maintenance, yard work: 

mowing, trimming, snow removal). 

All services are based upon the 

availability of volunteers and 
workers. Call 763-783-4767  
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Embrace the Spirit of Community: 

East Bethel Booster Day 2024 
By Stephanie Dorn, Event Coordinator 

In the heart of East Bethel, a vibrant community celebration is on the horizon - 

East Bethel Booster Day 2024! We invite you to join hands and make July 20, 

2024, truly special by getting involved and supporting the festivities. 
 

East Bethel Booster Day is not just an event; it's an embodiment of our shared 

history and the spirit that binds us together. It's a day when neighbors become 

friends, families come together, and the community thrives. By participating, you 

contribute to the rich tapestry of our city’s identity. 
 

How Can You Get Involved? 

Volunteer Opportunities: The backbone of any successful event is its volunteers. 

Whether you have a knack for organizing, love being in the midst of the action, or 

are skilled in specific areas, there's a place for you. Reach out to the organizing 

committee and discover how your talents can contribute to the success of East 

Bethel Booster Day. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship and Donations: Businesses and individuals alike can play a crucial role by 

sponsoring or making donations. Your support can help cover costs, ensuring that the 

event remains accessible to everyone. Plus, it's an excellent way to showcase your 

commitment to the local community. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participate in Events: From vendors to cornhole tournament to a talent show and live music, there's something for everyone during East 

Bethel Booster Day. Gather your family and friends, and participate in the festivities. Your active involvement adds to the energy of the day 

and creates lasting memories. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting local events fosters a sense of pride and belonging. It strengthens the ties that bind us as residents of East Bethel. Whether 

you're a long-time resident or new to the city, participating in Booster Day offers a chance to connect with your fellow community 

members. 
 

East Bethel Booster Day is not just an event on the calendar; it's a celebration of who we are as a community. Your involvement, 

support, and enthusiasm will shape this day into a memorable experience for everyone. Let's come together, celebrate our city and it's 

residents, and make East Bethel Booster Day 2024 an outstanding success. 
 

For more information check out www.eastbethelboosterdays.com 
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Learn more & 
Register! 

Learn more & 
Register! 
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By Nick Schmitz, Building Official  

A winter of cold temperatures and little snow cover can cause 

freezing of onsite systems. Even in a normal Minnesota winter, 

freezing can occasionally be a problem. Identifying and correcting a 

potential freezing problem is far easier than dealing with a frozen 

system. Here are a few common causes of onsite system freeze-

ups. 
 

Lack of Snow Cover:  Snow serves as an insulating blanket over 

the septic tank(s) and soil treatment area (trenches, drainfield or 

mound). Lack of snow allows frost to go deeper into the ground, 

potentially freezing the system. 

Compacted Snow:  Compacted snow will not insulate as well as 

uncompacted snow. Driving any type of equipment over the sys-

tem compacts snow and sends the frost down deeper. Automo-

biles, snowmobiles, ATV's, foot-traffic, and livestock should stay off 

the system all year long but especially in the winter.  

Lack of Plant Cover:  This often occurs in new systems installed 

late in the year where a vegetative cover could not be established 

before winter. The vegetative cover insulates the system and helps 

hold snow. 

Irregular Use of System:  When homes or cabins are unoccu-

pied for long weekends or extended periods of time, no sewage is 

entering the system to maintain sufficient temperatures to avoid 

freezing. Low usage may not be sufficient to keep the system from 

freezing. Frequent use, warmer water temperatures and greater 

water use are all important in cold temperature. 

Leaking Plumbing Fixtures and Furnace Drips:  When a 

fixture such as a toilet or showerhead leaks, it sends a small trickle 

of water to the system. The slow moving water or drips can 

freeze within the pipe and eventually cause the pipe to freeze sol-

id. Appliances such as high efficiency furnaces and humidifiers can 

also cause water to freeze in the pipes due to the small amount 

they discharge. 

Pipes Not Draining Properly:  A common cause of freeze-ups 

are sewer pipes and pump lines that are not installed with proper 

fall (change of elevation), or pipes that settle or sag after installa-

tion. Any time a dip or low spot occurs in a pipe, sewage can col-

lect and freeze.  

Cold Air Entering the System:  Open, broken and uncapped 

riser or inspection pipes and manhole covers allow cold air into 

the system and can cause the system to freeze. 

Water Logged System:  If a system was hydraulically failing 

(water coming to surface or seeping out the side of a mound) it is 

a prime candidate to freeze. This effluent will freeze and prevent 

further effluent from entering the soil. 

What Should You Do If Your Onsite System Freezes?  

If your septic system is frozen, your first step is to call an onsite 

professional. Unless the cause of freezing is corrected the system 

will refreeze next winter. If you have a pump and hear water con-

stantly running in a pump tank (a possible indication of a frozen 

system) shut off your pump and call an onsite professional. This 

will likely be a pumper or an installer who can help determine the 

cause of the problem and offer solutions. The University of Minne-

sota Onsite Program web site is one place to go to locate a pro-

fessional. Many pumpers and installers have devices called steam-

ers and high-pressure jetters to try to unfreeze system piping. 

Other methods used to help fix a freezing problem include adding 

heat tape and tank heaters. Cameras can be sent down the pipes to 

determine where the freezing is occurring and if repairs are needed. 

If it is not feasible to correct the problem or equipment is not availa-

ble in your area, the only other option is to use the septic tank(s) in 

the system as a holding tank until the system thaws naturally. You 

will need to contact a pumper who will empty out the tanks when 

they are full on a regular basis. This can be very costly, especially 

with normal volumes of water use (50 to 75 gallons per person per 

day). Reduce water use by limiting the number of toilet flushes, tak-

ing short showers, using the dishwasher at full capacity, limiting run-

ning water to get hot or cold and doing laundry at a laundromat. It is 

smart to find the cause of the freezing problem so that it can be ad-

dressed in the spring, preventing future freeze-ups. Then preventa-

tive measures can be added to the system such as adding insulation 

around the tank and pipes or adding additional cover. There are 

many misconceptions about how to deal with a frozen onsite system. 

 Do NOT add anti-

freeze, salt or a sep-

tic system additive 

into the system. 

 Do NOT pump 

sewage onto the 

ground surface. 

 Do NOT start a fire 

over the system to 

attempt to thaw it 

out. 

 Do NOT run water 

continually to try to unfreeze the system. 
 

What Can You Do to Prevent Your Onsite System from 

Freezing in the Future? 

Depending on your system, location, and water use, you may never 

have a freezing problem. However, there are several steps that you 

can take if you are concerned about your onsite system freezing. 

Here are some precautions if you have had a past problem or are 

concerned about having a future problem. It is not necessary to do 

all of these, but you may pick and choose based on your situation: 

1. Place a layer of mulch (6 -12 inches) over the pipes, tank and soil 

treatment system to provide extra insulation. This mulch could 

be straw, leaves, hay or any other loose material that will not 

compact and stay in place. This is particularly important if you 

have had a new system installed late in the year and no vegeta-

tive cover has been established. If your system is currently fro-

zen ignore this step, as it will delay thawing come spring. 

2. Let the grass get a little longer in the late summer/fall over the 

tank and soil treatment area. This will provide extra insulation 

and help hold any snow that may fall. 

3. Use water; the warmer the better if you feel the system is start-

ing to freeze. If freezing is a concern, increasing low use to a 

normal water use can help the system. This includes spreading 

out your laundry schedule to possibly doing one warm/hot load 

per day, using your dishwasher and maybe even taking a hot 

bath. DO NOT leave water running all the time, as this will hy-

draulically overload the system. 

4. If you know you are going to be gone for an extended period, 

plan accordingly. This could include having someone use suffi-

cient quantities of water in the home regularly or pumping out 

your tank before leaving. If you live in an area with a high water 

Prevent Your Septic System from 

Freezing 

Continued on next page... 
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table, you should only pump out the tank if the tank was 

designed for high water table conditions. If a tank is left full 

for several winter months, the sewage will get very cold in 

shallow tanks and can even freeze. If you then return home 

before temperatures start to rise, the effluent leaving the 

tank will be cold. By starting with an empty tank, you can 

then start fresh with warm effluent. If you use a cabin on a 

limited basis during the winter months, this may be a good 

idea as well. 

5. Fix any leaky plumbing fixtures or appliances in your home. 

This will help prevent freezing problems and help your sys-

tem work better year round. 

6. While on vacation have someone come by and run warm 

water for a while.  

7. Keep all types of vehicles and high traffic off of the system. 

This is a good rule to follow year round. 

8. Make sure all risers; inspections pipes and manholes have 

covers on them. Sealing them and adding insulation is a good 

idea. Insulation may be added during construction particular-

ly if the top of the septic tank is within 2 feet from the sur-

face. 

9. Keep an eye on your system. If any seeping or ponding oc-

curs contact an onsite professional to help determine the 

cause and remedy. 

10. Add more insulation to your system. This could include re-

placing pipe with insulated pipe, adding foam insulation over 

septic tanks or adding more soil cover. 
 

Remember to take care of your septic system so you do not 

have any problems. 

Continued from page 6... 
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CITY OF EAST BETHEL 
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Upcoming Events... 
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TWIN CITIES MN 

City Hall will be closed for 
the following holidays: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 
Monday, Jan. 17 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
Monday, Feb. 21 

City Meeting Schedule 

To confirm meeting details, call City Hall 

at 763-367-7840 or visit the City’s website at 

www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us 

City Council, Second & Fourth Monday each month, 

 7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall 
 

City Council Work Meeting, First Monday each month, 

 7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall 
 

EDA, Third Monday each month, 

 7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall 
 

Park Commission, Second Tuesday each month, 

 6:30 pm at East Bethel City Hall 
 

Planning Commission, Fourth Tuesday each month, 

 7:00 pm at East Bethel City Hall 

JANUARY: 

2 • URRWMO Mtg, Oak Grove City Hall  6:30—7:30 pm 

4 • SRWMO Mtg, East Bethel City Hall  6:30 pm 

5 • Senior Dance, East Bethel Senior Center 1—4 pm 

10 • Booster Committee Mtg, East Bethel City Hall  6:30 pm 

18 • East Bethel Senior Mtg, East Bethel Senior Center 10:30 am—Noon 

27 • EBFD Auxiliary Breakfast, Fire Station #1   8—11 am 

27 • Drop-Off Saturday, East Bethel Recycling Center   9 am—Noon 

FEBRUARY: 

1 • SRWMO Mtg, East Bethel City Hall  6:30 pm 

2 • Senior Dance, East Bethel Senior Center 1—4 pm 

7 • Booster Committee Mtg, East Bethel City Hall  6:30 pm 

13 • Public Accuracy Test of Voting Machines, East Bethel City Hall  9 am 

15 • East Bethel Senior Mtg, East Bethel Senior Center 10:30 am—Noon 

24 • Drop-Off Saturday, East Bethel Recycling Center   9 am—Noon 

APRIL 

MAY JUNE 

LOCAL BOARD of APPEALS 

Property Tax Filing Assistance SUMMER BREAK for SCHOOLS 

Dates/Times To Be Determined Varies by District 

Monday, April 22—5:30 PM 

APRIL 

EMPTY BOWLS Fundraiser  
Thursday, April 11—5-9 PM 

http://www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us/Calendar.aspx?EID=2570&month=11&year=2020&day=2&calType=0

